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OVERVIEW 

The  period  of  time  from  1 936  to  1 945  saw  a number  of  radical  changes  in  world  affairs. 
It  was  a period  of  confrontation  and  cooperation. 

It  was  a confrontation  of  ideologies  that  finally  resulted  in  a conflict  that  changed  the 
world  forever.  This  wartime  period  also  saw  some  examples  of  cooperation.  There 
was  cooperation  between  suspicious  allies  and  an  attempt  at  universal  cooperation  at 
the  end  of  the  war. 

In  Module  5 you  saw  how  the  seeds  of  discontent  were  sown.  The  organization  designed 
to  guard  the  peace  had  failed  to  curb  the  nationalist  designs  of  the  major  powers. 

Module  6 will  examine  the  developments  between  1936  and  1945.  The  focus  of  this 
study  will  be  the  changes  that  occur  as  a result  of  confrontation  and  cooperation. 


War,  1936-1945 
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Evaluation 

Y our  mark  in  this  module  will  be  determined  by  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklet. 
This  module  has  four  section  assignments  and  one  final  module  assignment.  The  mark 
breakdown  is  as  follows: 

Section  1 Assignment  20  marks 

Section  2 Assignment  15  marks 

Section  3 Assignment  15  marks 

Section  4 Assignment  40  marks 

Final  Module  Assignment  10  marks 

TOTAL  100  marks 

Course  Overview 


This  course  contains  eight  modules.  The  module  you  are  working  on  is  highlighted  in 
a deeper  colour. 


Module  1 
Democracy  - 
Political 
Systems 


Module  2 

Dictatorships  - 

Module  3 

Political 

Capitalism 

Systems 

Module  4 
Socialism 


Module  5 
International 
Cooperation  and 
Confrontation 


Module  6 
War 

1936-1945 


^ Module  7 ^ 

^ Module  8 ^ 

The  Rise  and 

Maintaining  Peace 

Interaction  of 

and  Security  of 

Superpowers 

Nations  1963- 

L 1945-1962  J 

n.  Present  ^ 
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Expansionism 


an  you  think  of  any  countries  in  recent  times  that  have  attempted  to  take  over  other 
areas?  (One  example  would  be  Iraq  when  it  invaded  Kuwait.)  Why  do  some  countries 
want  to  expand  their  territory?  How  should  other  nations  respond  to  such  moves?  From 
1936  to  1939,  Germany  and  Japan  attempted  to  expand  their  territories;  the  League  of 
Nations  and  other  countries  had  to  deal  with  their  actions.  As  you  study  this  section, 
concentrate  on  why  each  country  behaved  or  responded  as  it  did.  In  other  words,  look  for 
motives  or  underlying  reasons  each  country  had. 

‘ ‘Peace  with  honour ...  I believe  it  is  peace  for  our  time . ’ ’ These  were  the  words  of  Prime 
Minister  Neville  Chamberlain  to  the  British  people  upon  return  from  his  meeting  with 
Hitler  in  Munich  in  1938.  The  subject  discussed  was  a peaceful  solution  to  the 
Czechoslovakian  crisis. 

“All  is  over.  Silent,  mournful,  abandoned,  broken  Czechoslovakia  recedes  into  the 
darkness ...  We  are  in  the  presence  of  a disaster  of  the  first  magnitude  which  has  befallen 
Great  Britain  and  France.  Do  not  let  us  blind  ourselves  to  that.”  This  is  an  excerpt  from 
a speech  given  by  Winston  Churchill  in  the  British  House  of  Commons. 

Both  speeches  were  made  in  reference  to  the  same  event.  What  were  the  steps  that  led 
to  this  event?  Why  do  the  two  speeches  differ  on  their  viewpoint?  Who  was  more  accurate 
in  his  interpretation  of  the  crisis? 

he  period  from  1936  to  1939  saw  many  changes  in  European  boundaries  due  to  the 
expansionist  goals  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan.  As  a result,  Britain  and  France  were 
faced  with  the  dilemma  of  how  to  deal  with  the  expansionist  policies  of  other  nations. 

n this  section  you  should  come  to  understand 

• Germany’s  and  Japan’s  reasons  for  pursuing  expansionist  policies 

• the  reasons  for  the  British  and  French  policy  of  appeasement 

• background  causes  to  World  War  II 
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Activity  1 : Remilitarization  of  the  Rhineland 

By  1936,  Hitler’s  power  in  Germany  had  been  secured.  He  began  to  deliver  on  some 
of  the  promises  that  he  made  to  the  German  people  during  his  rise  to  power.  Some  of 
these  promises  were 

• to  avenge  the  terms  of  the  Versailles  Treaty 

• to  reunite  German  people  in  Europe 

• to  attain  glory  for  the  Fatherland  (Germany) 

In  order  to  achieve  these  goals,  Hitler’s  first  target  was  the  Rhineland. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1 . 


Hitler’s  plan  was  to  reoccupy  the  Rhineland.  What  this  meant  was  that  he  wanted  to 
send  and  station  military  troops  in  the  Rhineland.  With  this  move  in  mind,  Hitler 
eagerly  watched  the  invasion  of  Abyssinia  by  Italy  and  Manchuria  by  Japan  to  see  what 
the  major  powers  would  do. 
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It  became  apparent  to  Hitler  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  faltering  and  that  Britain 
and  France  were  unwilling  to  act  alone.  The  following  reasons  justified  his  belief: 

• the  League’ s failure  to  take  serious  action  against  Japan  during  the  Manchurian 
crisis  of  1932 

• the  League’s  weak  sanctions  against  Italy  during  the  Abyssinian  crisis 

• the  Hoare-Laval  Pact  of  1935  between  Britain  and  France 

The  first  two  crises  showed  the  League’s  unwillingness  to  take  firm  action  against 
world  powers.  By  agreeing,  in  the  Hoare-Laval  Pact,  to  give  large  portions  of 
Abyssinia  to  Italy,  France  and  Britain  demonstrated  their  lack  of  faith  in  the  ability  of 
the  League  to  stop  war. 

Given  the  weaknesses  shown  by  the  League  and  the  reluctance  of  the  individual  powers 
to  act,  Hitler  was  prepared  to  gamble  on  the  reoccupation  of  the  Rhineland.  This  move 
was  unpopular  with  the  German  generals  because  they  believed  that  the  German  army 
was  not  yet  prepared  for  war.  Their  army  could  easily  be  crushed  by  the  superior  army 
of  France.  This  move  would  violate  two  international  treaties.  The  other  countries  that 
had  signed  the  treaties  would  be  sure  to  declare  war.  The  Locarno  Pact  and  the 
Versailles  Treaty  forbade  Germany  to  occupy  the  Rhineland. 

3.  Why  did  Britain  and  France  lack  faith  in  the  League  of  Nations? 


4.  Why  was  the  occupation  of  the  Rhineland  unpopular  with  German  generals? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1 . 
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Remilitarization:  reoccupation  of 
an  area  with  military  troops 


Appeasement:  giving  in  to  the 
demands  or  actions  of  aggressor 
nations  in  order  to  preserve  peace 


On  March  7, 1936,  Hitler  ordered  his  troops  to  occupy  the  Rhineland.  Hitler  asserted 
that  it  was  unreasonable  for  a country  not  to  be  allowed  to  station  troops  wherever  it 
wanted  within  its  own  boundries.  Hitler’s  provocative  move  was  successful  and 
German  nationalism  surged  with  the  remilitarization  of  the  Rhineland. 

The  reactions  of  Britain  and  France  to  Hitler’s  move  were  as  follows: 

• France,  although  militarily  stronger  than  Germany,  failed  to  act.  It  merely 
protested.  France  was  suspicious  that  Britain  would  not  help. 

• Britain  was  beginning  to  practise  a policy  of  appeasement,  and  also  did  nothing. 
Britain,  recognizing  some  of  the  injustices  of  the  Versailles  Treaty,  passed  the 
action  off  as  inevitable.  Hitler’s  promises  of  peace  were  still  believed  and 
Britain  hoped  that,  with  this  move,  Germany  and  Hitler  would  be  satisfied. 

• Both  France  and  Britain  were  still  very  concerned  with  Italy’s  actions  in 
Abyssinia. 

The  results  of  the  Rhineland  occupation  were  as  follows: 

• Hitler  gained  confidence  in  himself  as  a military  genius. 

• Hitler  gained  more  support  from  the  German  people. 

• Hitler  learned  that  he  could  break  international  law  and  get  away  with  it. 

The  last  result  was  to  prove  costly  for  Europe. 

5.  What  is  the  policy  of  appeasement? 


6.  Why  did  Hitler  reoccupy  the  Rhineland? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1 . 
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Note:  In  Social  30  the  former  Soviet 
Union  (USSR)  will  still  be  called 
the  Soviet  Union,  even  though  the 
country  no  longer  exists. 


Activity  2:  The  Policy  of  Appeasement 

The  next  two  events  highlight  more  clearly  the  concept  of  expansion  and  the  resulting 
response  of  appeasement. 

Appeasement  was  a term  of  diplomacy  that  dominated  British  and  French  foreign 
policy.  To  these  two  powers,  appeasement  was  a policy  of  giving  in  to  the  actions  or 
demands  of  aggressor  nations  in  the  hopes  that,  once  these  demands  had  been  met, 
these  aggressor  nations  would  be  satisfied  and  peace  would  be  maintained. 

1 . How  was  appeasement  to  maintain  peace? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  2. 


The  policy  of  appeasement  for  Britain  was  desirable  for  a number  of  reasons: 

I 

• Hitler  had  promised  that  once  his  demands  were  met  he  had  no  more  claims,  and 
that  peace  would  prevail. 

• Hitler’s  claims  were  somewhat  reasonable,  as  you  will  see  later. 

• Neither  Britain  nor  France  wanted  another  horrible  war. 

• Neither  Britain  nor  France  was  prepared  for  war,  and  appeasement  allowed  them 
to  “buy”  time  to  prepare.  This  became  more  clear  at  Munich  in  1938. 

• Britain  still  saw  the  communist  Soviet  Union  under  Stalin  as  the  real  enemy  and 
threat. 

• The  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective  and  Britain  and  France  would  not  act 
alone. 

• Britain  was  overextended;  it  could  not  deal  with  aggressors  in  Europe  and  in 
Asia. 
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3.  What  did  Britain  and  France  see  as  a greater  threat  than  Hitler? 


4.  What  are  some  examples  that  indicate  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  2. 


Asa  result,  Britain  and  France  continued  to  pursue  a policy  of  appeasement  in  the  hopes 
that  Germany  might  soon  be  a contented  member  of  Europe  and  peace  would  prevail. 
However,  Hitler  was  only  beginning.  The  map  on  the  following  page  shows  what  he 
gained  and  the  following  text  describes  his  conquests. 
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Hitler’s  Gains,  1935-1939 


Anschluss:  a union  between 

Austria  and  Germany 

This  was  forbidden  by  the  Treaty  of 

Versailles. 


Activity  3:  Anschluss 

Hitler’s  next  goal  was  the  clearly  expansionist  Anschluss , or  union  with  Austria. 
Hitler’s  ambitions  for  a grand  union  with  Austria  did  not  die  with  the  failed  attempt  in 
1 934.  They  were  merely  postponed  to  a time  when  Hitler  felt  the  action  would  be  more 
appropriate.  The  opportunity  best  presented  itself  in  early  1938. 

• Hitler  believed  the  German  Army  was  ready,  unlike  the  previous  case  in  1934, 
or  in  the  Rhineland  in  1936. 


• Italy  was  preoccupied  with  her  involvement  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  Mussolini 
and  Italy  supported  the  fascist  forces  of  General  Franco  and  were  more 
embroiled  in  the  conflict  than  Germany,  who  also  supported  Franco.  Nazi 
Germany  and  Fascist  Italy  found  an  opportunity  to  test  weapons  and  military 
tactics  by  supporting  General  Franco  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  The  German 
Luftwaffe  (air  force)  gained  very  practical  experience  in  Spain.  The  Spanish 
Civil  War  was  said  to  be  a prelude  to  World  War  II. 

• Britain  was  still  very  concerned  with  Japan’s  imperialist  expansion  in  China. 
The  Japanese  invasion  of  China  threatened  British  possessions  in  the  Far  East, 
Singapore,  and  Hong  Kong. 
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Hitler  began  to  put  pressure  on  the  Austrian  Chancellor,  Schuschnigg,  to  appoint 
Austrian  Nazis  into  key  government  positions.  Schuschnigg  complied,  but  recognizing 
that  Hitler’ s grand  scheme  was  a union  of  the  two  countries,  decided  to  call  a plebiscite 
on  the  question.  Hitler  was  outraged  and  threatened  to  invade.  Schuschnigg  called  off 
the  plebiscite  and  handed  over  all  power  to  a Nazi,  Seyss-Inquart.  Chancellor  Seyss- 
Inquart  then  invited  Hitler  to  enter  Austria  to  restore  order.  On  March  12,  1938,  the 
German  army  crossed  the  border  and  Austria  ceased  to  exist.  Hitler’ s dream  of  a grand 
union  and  German  empire  was  realized. 

1 . What  does  Anschluss  refer  to? 


2.  Why  did  Britain  and  France  accept  Hitler’s  move  on  Austria? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  3. 


Results  of  Anschluss: 

• Hitler’s  military  power  was  acknowledged. 

• Hitler’s  belief  that  the  West,  Britain  and  France,  were  unwilling  to  act  was 
reinforced. 

• Germany  gained  the  resources  of  Austria  and  an  additional  seven  million 
citizens. 

• Austria,  where  a majority  welcomed  the  union,  gained  brighter  economic 
prospects. 
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Lebensraum:  German  living  space 
- territory  that  would  allow 
Germany  to  grow 


Locate  the  Sudetenland  on  the  map 
in  Activity  2. 


Activity  4:  The  Munich  Crisis 

Hitler’s  idea  of  Lebensraum , or  living  space,  for  the  German  people,  and  the  policy 
of  appeasement  in  action  were  never  more  apparent  than  during  the  Czechoslovakian 
Crisis  and  the  Munich  Conference. 

The  Sudetenland  was  an  area  in  Czechoslovakia  heavily  populated  by  three  million 
German-speaking  people.  It  was  an  area  rich  in  resources  and  heavily  fortified.  It  also 
had  a facility  for  producing  munitions  - the  Skoda  arms  factory.  For  these  reasons, 
Hitler’ s ambitions  lay  in  the  annexation  of  Sudetenland. 

Konrad  Henlein  was  the  leader  of  a Nazi  party  in  the  Sudetenland,  and  he  complained 
about  the  mistreatment  of  the  Germans  by  the  Czech  government.  Hitler  took  up  the 
cry  of  his  fellow  Germans  and  pressured  the  Czech  leader,  Benes,  for  concessions  to 
the  Sudeten  Germans.  As  the  situation  worsened,  Hitler  threatened  to  invade.  Hoping 
to  avoid  war,  the  British  prime  minister,  Chamberlain,  met  with  Hitler  twice.  At  the 
first  meeting,  on  September  15, 1938,  Chamberlain  agreed  that  the  Sudetenland  should 
be  ceded  to  Germany.  However,  at  the  second  meeting,  on  Septemeber  22, 1 938,  Hitler 
increased  his  demands  to  immediate  surrender  of  all  Sudeten  districts.  Chamberlain 
was  not  willing  to  make  this  concession  and  returned  to  London  with  no  agreement. 
Both  sides  prepared  for  war. 

Mussolini  seized  the  opportunity  to  be  international  peacemaker  and  proposed  a 
conference  between  Daladier  of  France,  Chamberlain  of  Britain,  Hitler  of  Germany, 
and  himself  to  discuss  the  crisis.  Czechoslovakia  and  the  USSR  were  not  invited.  The 
conference  was  held  in  Munich  on  September  29, 1938.  The  result  was  that  Hitler  was 
given  immediate  possession  of  the  Sudetenland.  Chamberlain  had  achieved  “Peace 
with  honour  ...  peace  for  our  time”  because  Hitler  announced  that  this  was  his  last 
territorial  claim  in  Europe,  and  that  he  expressed  a desire  for  the  two  nations,  Britain 
and  Germany,  never  to  go  to  war  again. 

1 . Why  did  Britain  and  France  give  in  to  Hitler’s  demands  in  Munich? 
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2.  What  were  Hitler’s  gains  as  a result  of  the  Munich  Conference? 


3.  Refer  to  the  following  chart.  Were  Britain  and  France  better  prepared  for  war  as 
a result  of  appeasement?  What  indicates  this? 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  4. 


Shortly  after  Munich,  the  rest  of  Czechoslovakia  was  carved  up,  with  Germany  seizing 
the  district  of  Bohemia.  This  move  indicated  to  the  world  that  Hitler  could  not  be 
trusted  to  keep  his  word. 


Social  Studies  30 


Module  6 - Section  1 


13 


Axis  powers:  refers  to  the  Berlin- 
Tokyo-Rome  Axis 
It  was  an  ideological  agreement  to 
oppose  international  communism 
and  to  “contain  ” the  Soviet  Union. 


The  situation  around  the  world  darkened.  The  strength  of  the  Axis  powers  seemed  to 
grow  to  invincibility.  The  imperialist  aggressions  of  Japan  in  China  had  escalated. 
Large  portions  of  China  had  fallen  to  Japanese  conquest,  including  Shanghai  and 
Nanking,  to  name  two  cities.  The  main  seaports  and  railways  as  well  as  the  major 
industrial  centres  were  taken  by  the  Japanese.  However,  all  was  not  left  for  the 
Japanese  because  the  retreating  Chinese  practised  a “scorched-earth  policy,”  leaving 
as  little  as  possible  to  the  invaders.  Still,  the  League  of  Nations  was  powerless  and  the 
major  powers  were  unwilling  to  commit  themselves  to  military  force. 

The  real  blow  came  on  August  23,  1939,  when  Nazi  Germany  and  the  Soviet  Union 
signed  the  Nazi-Soviet  nonaggression  pact.  This  agreement  gave  Hitler  a free  hand  to 
operate  in  Poland  and  in  western  Europe  without  interference  from  the  Soviet  Union. 
In  turn,  the  Soviet  Union  was  to  be  given  eastern  Poland.  Stalin  also  bought  time  to 
build  up  military  strength.  The  stage  was  now  set  for  Hitler’ s next  move,  but  this  time, 
how  would  the  other  powers  react? 


Follow-up  Activities 


If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Do  either  1 or  2. 

1 . Examine  the  cartoon  on  the  right  and 
then  answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  What  country  does  the  goose 
represent? 


b.  Why  is  this  goose  heavily  armed? 


THE  GOOSE  STEP 

“GOOSEY,  GOOSEY,  GANDER, 
WHITHER  DOST  THOU  WANDER?” 
“ONLY  THROUGH  THE  RHINELAND- 
PRAY  EXCUSE  MY  BLUNDER!” 
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c.  What  does  the  piece  of  paper  on  the  road  represent,  and  why  is  it  ripped  and 
trod  upon? 


d.  What  event  does  this  cartoon  represent? 


e.  What  was  the  reaction  of  Britain  and  France  to  this  German  action? 


!l 


f.  Why  did  they  react  in  this  manner? 


g.  Name  two  other  incidents  that  were  similar  to  this  one. 


h.  Why  were  these  events  similar? 
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2.  Use  the  following  chart  to  compare  the  Anschluss  crisis  with  the  Munich  Crisis. 


Hitler’s 

Goals 


Britain’s 

Goals 


Results 


Anschluss 

Munich  Crisis 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 


This  Russian  cartoon  of  1938  represents  the  Soviet  interpretation  of  the  Munich 
Conference.  The  street  sign  reads  western  Europe  and  USSR.  The  Soviets  believed 
that  the  western  powers,  namely  France  and  Britain,  as  represented  by  the  policemen, 
not  only  directed  German  aggression  eastward,  but  encouraged  it.  Appeasement  at 
Munich  strongly  reinforced  this  belief. 

Imagine  that  you  are  Prime  Minister  Chamberlain  of  Britain  in  October  1938;  use  your 
own  paper  to  write  a letter  to  the  Soviet  leader,  Joseph  Stalin,  to  justify  your  actions 
at  Munich.  You  are  to  justify  to  someone  who  disagrees  with  your  actions  why  you 
agreed  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement. 

Role:  the  British  Prime  Minister  Chamberlain 
Audience:  Joseph  Stalin,  disgruntled  leader  of  the  USSR 
Format:  letter 

Topic:  appeasement  at  the  Munich  Conference 

^ Check  your  answer  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Enrichment. 
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Assignment 

Booklet 


Conclusion 

Why  was  the  world  on  the  brink  of  war  again?  Following  is  a brief  review  of  the  major 
causes  of  World  War  II  which  allow  you  to  see  why  Europe  stood  poised  for  war 
in  1939. 

First  of  all,  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  in  1919  was  thought  to  be  too  harsh  on  Germany 
and  created  many  conditions  for  war.  One  example  is  that  Germany  had  lost  territory 
that  contained  German  people.  For  this  and  other  reasons,  Germans  hated  the 
Versailles  Treaty. 


Second,  the  League  of  Nations,  the  organization  created  to  protect  peace,  had  failed. 
The  League  was  ineffective  in  stopping  the  aggressive  actions  of  countries  like 
Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan.  The  League  lacked  the  support  of  the  United  States,  which 
did  not  join.  Also,  Britain  and  France  put  very  little  trust  in  the  League.  The  League 
of  Nations  was  doomed  from  the  start. 

Third,  Britain  and  France  had  followed  a policy  of  appeasement  in  the  late  1930s. 
Although  this  policy  seemed  like  the  best  approach  at  the  time,  it  ultimately  ended  in 
failure.  Hitler  proved  to  be  a man  who  could  not  be  trusted.  The  more  he  was  given 
in  to,  the  more  he  demanded.  Appeasement  fed  Hitler’s  appetite  for  expansion. 

Last  was  the  expansionist  policies  of  Japan,  Italy,  and  Germany.  All  three  nations  had 
ambitious  desires  of  increasing  their  power  by  expanding  their  control.  Whether  the 
motive  was  nationalism,  imperialism,  or  both,  it  was  clear  they  wanted  to  expand. 


Through  the  time  period  you  have  studied,  the  power  and  confidence  of  Germany  and 
Japan  had  increased.  Appeasement  did  not  “win  over”  the  aggressors.  Instead,  it  fed 
their  hunger  for  increased  power.  However,  appeasement  did  buy  time  for  Britain  and 
France  to  prepare.  Was  it  enough  time?  And  was  appeasement  the  appropriate 
response  to  the  expansionist  policies  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan? 

ASSIGNMENT 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 
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World  War  II 


ou  have  studied  World  War  I and  learned  about  the  destruction  and  devastation  that 
it  involved.  If  you  had  lived  through  such  an  experience,  would  you  have  been  willing 
to  consider  fighting  another  war  only  twenty  years  later?  By  1939  Europe  was  set  for 
another  major  war.  How  would  it  differ  from  the  previous  war?  What  would  be  some 
of  the  turning  points  that  led  to  the  Second  World  War  ending  the  way  it  did? 

wenty  years  after  the  signing  of  the  Versailles  Treaty  to  conclude  World 
War  I,  the  world  was  on  the  verge  of  war  once  again.  The  Great  War  was  not  “the  war 
to  end  all  wars.”  It  was  the  forerunner  of  another  world  conflict. 


Aft 


er  studying  this  section,  you  should  be  able  to 


• identify  the  major  turning  points  of  World  War  II 

• explain  the  significance  of  these  major  events 
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Blitzkrieg:  lightning  war,  a 

military  tactic  used  by  Germany 
It  was  extremely  mobile,  involving 
air  support,  mechanized  infantry, 
and  tanks. 


Attrition:  any  gradual  process  of 
wearing  down;  in  war,  when  one 
side  wins  by  gradually  wearing 
the  other  down  with  repeated 
attacks 
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Activity  1 : Height  of  Axis  Expansion 

In  1939,  Hitler  was  secure  in  knowing  that  the  nonaggression  pact  with  the  Soviet 
Union  meant  that  Germany  could  manoeuvre  without  fear  of  the  Soviet  Union.  He  was 
confident  that  he  was  stronger  than  Britain  and  France.  They  appeared  weak  and  their 
actions  at  Munich  in  the  previous  year  seemed  to  prove  they  were  unwilling  to  fight. 
So,  on  September  1,  1939,  Hitler  launched  his  blitzkrieg  on  Poland.  Poland  was  a 
desired  target  for  two  reasons: 


As  a result  of  the  invasion  of  Poland,  Britain  and  France,  honouring  their  commitment 
to  Poland,  declared  war  on  Germany.  World  War  II  had  begun. 

Blitzkrieg,  a German  term  meaning  lightning  war,  was  a battle  tactic  mastered  by 
Germany  in  the  Second  World  War.  It  combined  air  power,  mechanized  infantry,  and 
tanks.  The  air  force,  Luftwaffe,  would  strike  behind  the  lines,  destroying  the  enemy  air 
force  on  the  ground  and  harassing  supply  lines.  The  tank  divisions  would  smash 
through  enemy  lines  and  encircle  the  enemy.  The  mechanized  infantry  would  follow 
up  and  take  advantage  of  the  enemy’s  confusion  and  gaps  in  their  line.  This  method 
of  attack  was  extremely  successful.  Poland  fell  in  four  weeks,  France  fell  in  six  weeks. 
Where  the  battles  of  World  War  I were  entrenched  battles  of  attrition,  World  War  II 
would  be  a mobile  war. 
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The  first  years  of  the  war  were  very  successful  for  the  Axis  powers.  By  1942,  both 
Japan  and  Germany  had  reached  the  height  of  their  conquests.  Hitler’ s armies  met  with 
great  success  in  France,  North  Africa,  and  in  the  USSR.  In  the  Battle  of  the  Atlantic, 
German  U-boats  wreaked  havoc  on  Allied  shipping  and  almost  cut  Britain  off  from  its 
vital  supply  lines.  In  the  Pacific,  Japan’s  Imperial  armies  were  equally  as  successful 
in  the  Philippines,  Borneo,  and  Malaysia.  The  Axis  powers  seemed  unstoppable. 


1.  What  countries  had  fallen  under  Hitler’s  control  by  1942? 


2.  How  was  blitzkrieg  different  from  the  battles  of  World  War  I? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  1 . 
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The  Height  of  Japanese  Conquest:  The  Far  East,  1942 


The  balance  of  the  war  began  to  swing  in  the  favour  of  the  Allies  by  late  1942.  The  Axis 
powers  had  overextended  themselves  and,  slowly,  the  tide  was  turning  against  them. 
More  and  more,  the  Allies  were  winning  some  of  the  battles  in  both  theatres  of  war 
(Europe  and  the  Pacific).  These  battles  were  extremely  important  in  turning  the  tide 
of  war  in  favour  of  the  Allies. 


Read  the  following  descriptions  of  the  key  battles  that  led  to  the  defeat  of  the  axis 
powers. 

1.  The  Battle  of  Britain:  July  to  September,  1940 

The  Battle  of  Britain  was  the  massive  air  assault  on  Britain  by  the  German  air  force. 
The  battle  raged  from  July  to  September.  The  goal  was  to  knock  out  the  British  air  force 
as  the  prelude  to  “Operation  Sea  Lion,”  the  invasion  of  England. 

Luftwaffe : 2500  aircraft  including  800  fighter  planes 
Royal  Air  Force:  700  fighter  planes 
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When  all  appeared  to  be  lost  for  the  RAF,  the  Germans  suddenly  switched  their  targets 
to  civilian  centres.  This  saved  the  RAF  and  spelled  the  end  of  the  Battle  of  Britain.  It 
was  a turning  point,  in  that  the  invasion  of  England  was  postponed  indefinitely. 


2.  Stalingrad:  September  1942  to  January  1943 

Stalingrad  was  one  of  the  Nazi 
objectives  of  the  second 
offensive  against  the  USSR. 

For  about  five  months,  some 
of  the  most  savage  street 
fighting  of  the  war  took  place. 

Eventually,  the  Soviet  armies 
encircled  the  German  6th 
army.  Hitler  refused  to  let  his 
armies  attempt  to  break  out  or 
surrender.  On  January  31, 
disobeying  Hitler’s 

commands,  the  German  army 
surrendered.  About  150  000 
German  soldiers  died,  and 
100  000  surrendered.  It  was 
the  turning  point  on  the  Eastern 
Front;  it  proved  that  the 
German  army  was  not 
unbeatable. 
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3.  ElAlamein:  October  1942 

The  battle  of  El  Alamein  in 
North  Africa  was  the  turning 
point  in  the  African  campaign. 

It  was  fought  between  the 
German  Afrika  Korps  under 
General  Rommel  and  the 
British  “Desert  Rats”  under 
General  Montgomery.  El 
Alamein  ended  Rommel’s 
brilliant  campaign  in  Africa 
and  the  Germans  were  routed. 

It  began  the  longest  retreat  of 
a German  army. 


4.  D-Day:  The  Invasion  of  Europe,  June  6, 1944 

D-Day,  June  6,  has  been  called  “The  Longest  Day.”  On  that  date,  120  000  allied  troops 
- American,  British,  Canadian,  and  others  - assaulted  the  beaches  of  Normandy.  It  was 
the  largest  amphibious  (sea  to  land)  operation  in  history.  “Operation  Overlord,”  the  code 
name  for  the  invasion  of  France,  incorporated  an  armada  of 5000  sailing  vessels  and  allied 
air  power  on  Hitler’s  “Fortress  Europe.”  The  Allies  landed  on  five  beachheads:  Juno, 
Sword,  Gold,  Omaha,  and  Utah.  After  one  week  of  fighting,  the  Allies  had  established 
control  of  a sixty-mile  strip  of  the  Normandy  beach.  This  victory  signified  the  beginning 
of  the  end  of  German  occupation  in  Western  Europe.  Stalin  had  his  bona  fide  second  front. 
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Where  Would  the  Allies  Land? 


By  June  1 944,  the  Germans 
were  sure  that  the 
launching  of  the  Allied 
Second  Front  could  not  be 
far  off,  and  that  the  main 
attack  would  be  a cross- 
Channel  invasion.  But 
Hitler  anticipated  that  the 
Allies  would  follow  up 
their  first  landings  with 
other  supplementary 
invasions  everywhere.  In 
an  attempt  to  counteract  the 
Allies,  the  West  was 
allocated  some  fifty-eight 
divisions  - spreading  from 
the  Italian  frontier  to  the 
Netherlands. 


Western  Europe  Before  D-Day 
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1 .  Examine  the  map  of  western  Europe  prior  to  D-Day . Of  the  sectors  marked  A,  B , C, 
D,  and  E,  in  which  sector  does  it  appear  the  German  military  expected  the  invasion? 


2.  What  suggests  that  this  is  where  the  German  military  expected  an  invasion? 


3.  In  which  sector  did  the  actual  invasion  on  June  6,  1944,  occur? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 


5.  The  Battle  of  Midway,  June  1942 

Midway  was  the  turning  point  in  the  Pacific  campaign.  Like  the  earlier  Battle  of  the 
Coral  Sea  in  May  of  1942,  it  pitted  aircraft  carrier  fleet  against  aircraft  carrier  fleet. 
Neither  side’s  naval  ships  actually  saw  each  other, but  instead,  planes  from  both  forces 
did  battle.  A large  Japanese  fleet  en  route  to  Midway  Islands  was  attacked  and  badly 
damaged  by  the  U.S.  carrier  force.  The  Japanese  force  withdrew.  The  significance  was 
that  the  American  military  could  now  take  the  offensive  in  the  Pacific.  The  Japanese 
navy  was  severely  crippled. 


6.  The  Dropping  of  the  Atomic  Bombs,  August  1945 

On  August  6,  an  American  bomber  dropped  an  atomic  bomb  on  the  Japanese  city  of 
Hiroshima,  killing  60  000  people  and  wounding  1 00  000.  The  expressed  purpose  was 
to  hasten  the  end  to  the  war  in  the  Pacific.  Japan  still  hesitated  to  surrender.  On  August 
9,  a second  bomb  was  dropped,  this  time  on  Nagasaki.  On  August  14,  Japan 
surrendered.  Millions  of  allied  lives  were  saved,  it  is  claimed,  by  these  devastating 
attacks.  However,  many  people  have  wondered  if  the  same  result  could  have  been 
achieved  had  the  Americans  dropped  their  bombs  on  Japanese  military  installations 
rather  than  on  densely  populated  urban  cities.  The  wisdom  of  having  used  these  atomic 
weapons  is  still  debated  today. 

Now  examine  the  two  maps  that  follow,  “Turning  Points  in  Europe”  and  “ Turning 
Points  in  Asia”  to  locate  the  sites  of  the  battles  just  described.  The  numbers  on  the  maps 
refer  to  the  descriptions  you  have  just  read. 
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Turning  Points  in  Europe 


Turning  Points  in  Asia 
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4.  Use  the  information  from  the  preceding  descriptions  and  maps  to  complete  this 
retrieval  chart: 


Battle 

Date  and  Location  Significance 

1.  Battle  of 
Britain 

2.  Stalingrad 

3.  El  Alamein 

4.  D-Day 

5.  Midway 

6.  Hiroshima/ 
Nagasaki 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 
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Activity  3:  The  End  of  the  War 

By  the  spring  of  1945,  the  Allies  were  closing  in  on  all  sides.  The  Soviets  were  moving 
in  from  the  east,  and  the  combined  Anglo-American  forces  from  the  south  and  west. 


Closing  the  Vise,  March  to  April,  1945 


1 . Refer  to  the  map  to  tell  who  made  up  the  “Liberating  Armies”  at  A,  B,  and  C. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 


! 
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By  the  spring  of  1945,  Hitler  had  retreated  to  his  bunker  in  Berlin.  As  the  Soviet 
military  closed  in  on  Berlin,  the  situation  became  much  more  serious  for  him.  Hitler 
did  not  want  to  be  captured  by  the  Soviets  and  it  was  now  apparent  that  the  end  was 
fast  approaching.  On  April  25,  American  and  Soviet  troops  met  at  Torgau,  and  Soviet 
troops  were  soon  in  the  city  of  Berlin.  On  April  30,  1945,  Hitler  committed  suicide. 
On  May  7,  1945,  an  armistice  was  signed  and  on  May  8,  German  resistance  came  to 
an  end.  The  German  Thousand  Year  Reich  lay  in  ruins.  On  August  14, 1945,  five  days 
after  the  second  atomic  bomb  was  dropped  on  Japan,  Japan  surrendered.  The  second 
world  war  was  over. 

2.  Construct  a time  line  and  include  on  it  the  turning  points  of  World  War  II. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 
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Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Construct  a chart  based  on  the  following  information. 

The  Second  World  War  has  generally  been  divided  into  a number  of  “Theatres  of 
Action”: 

• the  Pacific  - referred  to  the  campaigns  against  Japan 

• the  Western  Front  - included  campaigns  in  Europe  west  of  Germany 

• the  Eastern  Front  - were  campaigns  east  of  Germany 

• the  Mediterranean  - included  North  Africa,  Italy,  and  Greece 

• the  Atlantic  - this  included  the  convoys  and  the  Battle  of  the  Atlantic 


Events  from 
World  War  11 

Theatre  of 
Action 

Significance  of  the  Event 

^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

Do  one  or  both  of  the  following  activities. 

1.  Following  are  some  pictures  from  World  War  I,  along  with  an  excerpt  from  a 
German  soldier’s  description  of  a battle  with  the  British  in  1916. 

War  Planes  - World  War  I 


A series  of  extended  lines  of  British  infantry  were  seen  moving  forward  from  the 
British  trenches.  The  first  lines  appeared  to  continue  without  end  to  right  and  left.  It 
was  quickly  followed  by  a second  line,  then  a third,  and  a fourth. 

‘Get  ready’  was  passed  along  our  front  from  crater  to  crater  and  heads  appeared  over 
the  crater  edges  as  final  positions  were  taken  up  for  the  best  view  and  machine  guns 
mounted  firmly  in  place.  A few  minutes  later,  when  the  leading  British  line  was 
within  a hundred  yards,  the  rattle  of  machine  guns  and  rifle  fire  broke  out  from  along 
the  whole  line  of  craters.  Red  rockets  sped  up  into  the  blue  sky  as  a signal  to  the 
artillery,  and  immediately  afterwards  a mass  of  shells  from  the  German  batteries  in 
rear  tore  through  the  air  and  burst  among  the  advancing  lines.  Whole  sections  seemed 
to  fall,  and  the  rear  formations,  moving  in  closed  order,  quickly  scattered.  The 
advance  rapidly  crumbled  under  this  hail  of  shells  and  bullets.  All  along  the  line  men 
could  be  seen  throwing  their  arms  into  the  air  and  collapsing,  never  to  move  again. 
Badly  wounded  rolled  about  in  their  agony,  and  others  less  severely  injured  crawled 
to  the  nearest  shell  hole  for  shelter. 

The  British  soldier,  however,  has  no  lack  of  courage.  The  extended  lines,  though 
badly  shaken  and  with  many  gaps,  now  came  on  all  the  faster.  Within  a few  minutes 
the  leading  troops  had  reached  within  a stone’s  throw  of  our  front  trench  and  while 
some  of  us  continued  to  fire  at  point  blank  range,  others  threw  hand  grenades  among 
them.  The  British  bombers  answered  back  while  infantry  rushed  forward  with  fixed 
bayonets.  The  noise  of  battle  became  indescribable.  The  shouting  of  orders  and  the 
shrill  British  cheers  as  they  charged  forward  could  be  heard  above  the  violent  and 
intense  fusillade  of  machine  guns  and  rifles  and  bursting  bombs,  and  above  the  deep 
thunderings  of  artillery  and  shell  explosions.  With  all  this  were  mingled  the  moans 
and  groans  of  the  wounded,  the  cries  for  help  and  the  last  screams  of  death. 


Social  Studies  30 


Module  6 - Section  2 


32 


Going  Over  the  Top  of  a Trench  - World  War  I 


The  following  was  written  by  a German  soldier  about  the  fighting  in  Stalingrad  in 
World  War  II,  and  is  accompanied  by  some  pictures  from  World  War  II. 


It  was  a terrible  battle  - 
above  and  below  ground, 
in  the  ruins,  the  cellars, 
and  the  sewers  of  the  great 
city.  Tanks  crunched 
through  the  ruins,  firing  at 
point  blank  range.  What 
was  worse  was  that  night 
after  night  the  Russians 
brought  in  more  men  and 
supplies  from  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  River  Volga. 
Across  the  river  in  the 
thick  forest  the  enemy  had 
big  guns  hidden  from 
sight,  firing  all  the  time. 


Street  Fighting  in  Stalingrad 
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Bombing  Run  - World  War  II 


Based  on  the  preceding  information,  compare  and  contrast  the  two  world  wars.  What 
are  some  similarities  and  some  differences? 
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2.  View  the  videotape  Blitzkrieg  to  the  Bomb.  According  to  this  videotape,  Hitler 
made  three  grave  errors  that  cost  Germany  the  war.  On  a sheet  of  paper  explain 
what  each  error  was,  and  what  were  the  specific  results  of  each  error.  You  may 
do  this  in  chart  form. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Enrichment. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


Conclusion 

The  course  of  this  war  was  a long  and  eventful  one.  It  had  its  “peaks”  and  “valleys” 
for  both  sides.  At  the  height  of  the  Axis  power  conquests,  most  of  Europe  and  Asia  was 
in  their  control.  Then,  like  a scale,  the  balance  shifted,  and  the  tide  of  war  turned  to  the 
Allies’  favour.  A number  of  key  battles  in  both  Europe  and  Asia  swung  the  momentum 
of  the  war  to  the  Allies.  It  would  be  a long  road  to  victory,  but  victory  was  assured. 


ASSIGNMENT 
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Wartime  Conferences 


Has  your  community  ever  faced  a common  problem?  Y ou  may  have  not  heard  about 
people  getting  together  to  fight  against  government  decisions  to  put  toxic  waste  dumps 
or  perhaps  prisons  in  or  near  their  communities.  When  situations  like  these  arise,  people 
with  different  backgrounds  and  beliefs,  or  those  who  were  perhaps  not  on  friendly  terms 
with  each  other,  often  put  aside  their  differences  to  fight  for  a common  cause  that  is 
important  to  them.  When  W orld  War  II  was  being  fought,  there  was  a similar  occurrence . 
Countries  or  nations  with  major  economic,  political,  and  philosophical  differences  were 
required  to  put  aside  their  differences  and  fight  together  for  a common  goal. 

he  Second  World  War  brought  unlikely  allies  together  to  fight  a common  enemy. 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  who  had  deep  suspicions  of  the  communists,  were  forced 
to  sit  down  with  the  Soviet  Union.  The  goal  was  to  win  the  war.  The  “Big  Three”  met 
a number  of  times  to  discuss  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Along  with  their  common  goal, 
the  three  also  had  their  own  national  goals. 

ased  on  these  self-interests,  a number  of  decisions  were  made  that  had  a major  effect 
on  postwar  Europe.  In  this  section,  you  will  briefly  examine  four  of  the  conferences 
where  these  interests  were  pursued. 

s a result  of  this  section,  you  should 

• understand  the  purposes  of  the  key  wartime  conferences 

• compare  the  goals  and  results  of  the  conferences 
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Activity  1 : The  Atlantic  Charter 

In  August  of  194 1 , the  U.S.  President,  F.  D.  Roosevelt,  and  the  British  Prime  Minister, 
Winston  Churchill,  met  on  a warship  off  the  coast  of  Newfoundland.  The  outcome  of 
this  conference  was  a joint  statement  known  as  the  Atlantic  Charter.  The  emphasis  of 
this  early  meeting  of  the  two  Allied  leaders  was  their  support  of  democratic  principles 
which  should  prevail  after  the  war.  Following  are  the  major  points  of  the  Atlantic 
Charter: 

• Neither  country  shall  seek  gains  from  the  war,  territorial  or  other. 

• No  territorial  changes  that  do  not  reflect  the  wishes  of  the  people  involved  will 
occur. 

• There  will  be  respect  for  the  right  of  all  peoples  to  choose  the  form  of  government 
they  desire;  independence  and  self-government  will  be  given  back  to  those 
countries  who  had  these  taken  away  from  them. 

• Equal  access  to  trade  and  to  raw  materials  for  all  nations  will  be  promoted. 

• Improved  labour  standards,  economic  adjustment,  and  social  security  around 
the  world  will  be  encouraged. 

• After  the  defeat  of  Germany,  a peace  and  security  such  that  no  nation  shall  live 
in  fear  and  want  will  be  established. 

• There  will  be  free  access  to  the  high  seas. 

• Force  cannot  exist  in  the  world  and,  to  maintain  peace,  general  disarmament 
must  occur  - to  lighten  the  burden  of  armaments  in  the  name  of  peace. 

1 . Which  points  express  a desire  to  take  away  the  prewar  acquisitions  of  Germany, 

Italy,  and  Japan? 


2.  How  did  the  two  leaders  propose  to  restore  the  boundaries  and  governments  in 
Europe? 
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Map  A 
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3.  Which  map  on  the  preceding  page  better  represents  the  boundaries  of  Europe  as 
set  out  by  the  ideals  in  the  Atlantic  Charter?  Give  reasons  to  support  your  answer. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  1. 


Activity  2:  The  Teheran  Conference 

The  Teheran  meeting  of  the  “Big  Three,”  Stalin,  Churchill,  and  Roosevelt,  took  place 
in  November  of  1 943 . Once  again,  the  Allies  discussed  and  reviewed  military  strategy. 
However,  they  could  not  agree  on  all  points  discussed.  The  major  area  of  disagreement 
was  concerning  the  invasion  point  where  the  Allies  were  to  open  up  the  second  front. 

Stalin  wanted  a second  front  to  relieve  the  pressure  the  Soviet  Union  was  feeling  from 
Germany.  To  this  point  in  the  war,  Soviet  losses  were  heavy,  and  Stalin  felt  that  the 
Soviet  Union  had  faced  the  brunt  of  the  Nazi  war  machine.  Churchill  wanted  a second 
front  to  strike  in  the  Balkans,  the  soft  underbelly  of  Europe.  Churchill  had  interests  in 
the  Balkans  and  wanted  them  protected. 

The  major  outcomes  of  the  Teheran  Conference  were  as  follows: 

• Churchill’s  proposal  for  a second  front  in  the  Balkans  was  rejected. 

• Stalin  was  guaranteed  that  there  would  be  a second  front  in  Europe  in  the  spring 
of  1944.  Stalin  also  promised  a major  offensive  from  the  east  at  the  same  time. 

• They  still  could  not  agree  on  the  boundaries  for  Poland. 

• Agreements  were  reached  that  Germany  should  be  divided,  but  no  concrete 
plans  were  made. 

• A joint  declaration  was  made  guaranteeing  the  postwar  restoration  of  Iran. 

As  well,  an  informal  agreement  was  reached  between  Churchill  and  Stalin  over  areas 
of  concern  in  the  Balkans.  In  what  was  later  to  be  known  as  the  “Percentage 
Agreements,”  Churchill  and  Stalin  secured  their  interests  in  the  region.  The  Soviet 
Union  would  have  predominant  control  of  Romania  and  Bulgaria,  while  Britain  would 
have  dominance  over  Greece.  Yugoslavia  and  Hungary  would  be  split  50/50  as  far  as 
British  and  Soviet  interests  were  concerned.  The  spheres  of  influence  that  would 
dominate  the  postwar  world  were  beginning  to  take  shape. 
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acts  as  a protective  “ cushion  ” 
between  nations  which  present  a 
threat  to  each  other 
It  absorbs  the  blow. 
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1 . How  did  the  Percentage  Agreements  compare  to  the  terms  set  out  in  the  Atlantic 
Charter? 


2.  What  specific  principles  in  the  Atlantic  Charter  were  violated  by  the  Percentage 
Agreements? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  2. 


I Activity  3:  Goals  of  the  Wartime  Conferences 

As  it  became  more  apparent  that  the  end  was  near  and  that  an  Allied  victory  was 
assured,  postwar  power  politics  became  very  important  at  the  final  meeting  of  the  “Big 
Three.”  To  understand  further  the  power  politics,  first  look  at  the  perspective  of  each 
of  the  nations  at  these  meetings. 

The  USSR:  Stalin’  s primary  concern  was  with  Soviet  strength  and  security.  In  the  last 
two  wars,  the  USSR  had  been  devastated  by  invasions  from  the  west.  For  this  reason, 
Stalin  required  assurances  that  this  would  not  happen  again.  To  this  end,  Stalin  wanted 
a “buffer  zone”  - a protective  cushion  between  the  west  and  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
Stalin  also  had  interests  in  the  Far  East  and  wanted  to  increase  Soviet  influence  in  that 
area. 

United  States:  The  American  President  did  not  want  the  U.S.  to  fall  into  a postwar 
isolationist  policy.  Instead,  he  believed  that  the  U.S.  should  take  more  responsibility 
in  world  affairs,  primarily  in  the  area  of  world  peace  and  human  rights.  Roosevelt  had 
idealistic  views  of  a free  peaceful  postwar  world.  The  U.S.  economy  depended  a great 
deal  on  the  world’s  markets,  and  Roosevelt  did  not  want  a repeat  of  a worldwide 
depression.  To  protect  against  this,  he  wanted  to  encourage  a world  of  “freer  trade,” 
where  American  ideas  and  products  had  access  to  the  whole  world.  Roosevelt  also 
recognized  Stalin’s  need  for  Soviet  security,  and  wanted  to  avoid  the  impression  that 
the  U.S.  and  Britain  were  “ganging  up”  on  Stalin. 
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Britain:  Winston  Churchill  was  concerned  about  two  things: 

• the  growing  strength  and  influence  of  the  Soviet  Union 

• the  declining  strength  and  influence  of  Great  Britain 

To  stop  these  trends,  Churchill  hoped  for  joint  American-British  cooperation  at  these 
meetings  in  opposition  to  the  Soviet  position.  This  would  limit  the  power  of  the  USSR 
and  would  at  the  same  time  reinforce  British  strength.  Churchill  also  wanted  France 
to  have  power  status  and  administer  the  defeated  Germany  as  well. 

1 . In  chart  form,  briefly  write  the  goals  of  each  nation. 
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2.  In  what  way  did  Churchill’s  and  Roosevelt’s  aims  contradict  each  other? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  3. 


Activity  4:  Yalta 


Winston  Churchill,  Franklin  Roosevelt,  and  Joseph  Stalin  at  Yalta 


The  “Big  Three,”  Churchill,  Stalin,  and  Roosevelt,  met  for  the  last  time  at  Yalta  in  the 
Crimea  in  February  1945.  The  next  time  the  three  powers  would  meet,  Churchill  and 
Roosevelt  would  be  replaced. 

To  set  the  stage  for  this  meeting,  it  is  important  to  note  that  Soviet  troops  were  forty 
miles  from  Berlin,  while  British  and  American  troops  were  still  not  yet  in  Germany. 
This  is  essential  to  remember  when  you  look  at  the  Yalta  Agreement. 

Stalin  had  already  made  it  clear  that  he  intended  to  support  communist  governments 
friendly  to  the  USSR  in  the  eastern  European  countries  that  Soviet  troops  had  liberated 
from  the  Germans.  This  would  include  a communist  government  in  Poland.  Stalin  also 
demanded  that  boundary  changes  occur  in  Poland.  He  wanted  some  of  eastern  Poland 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  USSR.  In  exchange,  parts  of  eastern  Germany  would  be  turned 
over  to  Poland. 
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Britain  and  the  U.S.  were  mainly  concerned  with  the  war  in  the  Pacific.  They  wanted 
the  USSR  to  enter  the  war  against  Japan  in  order  that  this  campaign  be  brought  to  an 
end  quickly.  They  also  opposed  Stalin’s  proposed  territorial  changes  to  Poland,  and 
they  supported  the  idea  of  a pro-democratic  government  in  Poland.  Due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Soviet  Red  Army  occupied  much  of  eastern  Europe,  there  was  very  little  they  could 
do  about  Stalin’s  claims  to  eastern  Europe. 

Notice  the  extent  of  the  Soviet  offensive  at  the  time  of  Yalta. 


Eastern  Front  (February  4, 1945) 


1.  What  countries  had  been  liberated  or  annexed  by  the  former  Soviet  Union  by 
February  1945? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  4. 
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The  terms  of  the  Yalta  agreement  were  as  follows: 

• Germany  would  be  divided  into  four  zones  of  occupation:  American,  British, 
French,  and  Soviet. 

• Poland’s  boundaries  would  be  altered  as  per  the  request  of  Stalin. 

• Poland  would  be  left  to  choose  freely  its  own  government. 

• The  Soviet  Union  would  enter  the  war  against  J apan  after  the  defeat  of  Germany. 

• In  exchange  for  the  Soviet  Union’s  entrance  into  the  war,  it  would  receive 

- the  southern  part  of  Sakhalin  and  the  Kuril  Islands 

- certain  rights  in  Manchuria 

- other  territorial  privileges  in  the  Far  East 

The  maps  that  follow  show  the  territories  promised  to  the  Soviet  Union  at  Yalta. 


A.  Sakhalin  Island  and  the  Kuril  Islands 


Social  Studies  30 


Module  6 - Section  3 


44 


B.  Boundary  Changes  to  Poland  Agreed  to  at  Yalta 


2.  What  territories  were  given  to  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  Yalta  Agreement? 


3.  Why  do  you  think  the  USSR  wanted  to  move  Poland  farther  west? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  4. 
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Demobilize:  to  dismantle  armies, 
allowing  soldiers  to  return  home  to 
civilian  life  - to  become  less 
prepared  for  war 


Activity  5:  Potsdam 


Attlee,  Truman  and  Stalin  sit  for  the  photographs  in  the  Potsdam  sunshine. 


The  Potsdam  meeting  in  July  1945  was  the  last  wartime  conference  and  it  brought  two 
new  people  together.  Stalin  was  joined  by  Clement  Attlee,  the  new  British  Prime 
Minister,  and  Harry  S.  Truman,  the  new  U.S.  President.  By  now,  the  war  in  Europe 
was  over.  U.S.  troops  had  already  begun  to  demobilize;  they  were  being  sent  home. 
Britain,  like  the  rest  of  Europe,  was  crippled,  and  Soviet  troops  still  occupied  much  of 
eastern  Europe.  The  one  U.S.  advantage  was  that  the  atomic  bomb  had  successfully 
been  detonated  and  was  ready  to  be  dropped  on  Japan. 

1 .  On  what  two  Japanese  cities  was  the  atomic  bomb  dropped? 


2.  When  was  the  bomb  dropped? 

3.  What  effect  did  this  have  on  the  war  in  the  Pacific? 


An  air  of  mistrust  between  Stalin  and  the  western  powers  had  developed.  Stalin  was 
already  exerting  his  power  and  influence  in  eastern  Europe  and  there  seemed  to  be 
nothing  that  Attlee  or  Truman  could  do  about  it.  The  Potsdam  conference  did  make 
some  formal  agreements.  However,  a number  of  issues  were  left  unresolved.  These 
were  to  be  settled  at  a future  peace  conference,  one  that  never  came. 
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The  Potsdam  settlements  included  the  following: 


De-nazification:  a process  where 
all  organizations,  beliefs,  and 
attitudes  that  could  be  attributed  to 
the  Nazi  Party  would  be  erased 


• Germany  was  to  pay  reparations  for  war  damages. 

• Germany  would  be  de-nazified. 

• Nazis  accused  of  war  crimes  would  be  brought  to  trial  and  punished. 

• Soviet  troops  would  occupy  Korea,  north  of  the  38th  parallel,  and  accept  and 
supervise  the  Japanese  surrender. 

• Final  boundaries  for  the  German  occupation  zones  (including  Berlin)  were 
decided 

• Other  decisions  made  at  Yalta  were  ratified:  Poland’s  borders  would  be 
realigned;  German  military  and  arms  industry  would  be  dismantled. 


Potsdam  1945,  German  Occupation  Zones,  Including  Berlin 


4.  How  was  Germany  punished  by  the  Potsdam  settlements? 
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5.  What  gains  did  the  USSR  make  from  these  settlements? 


6.  Was  a peace  treaty  similar  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  signed  by  the  Allies? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  5. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 


1.  In  Activity  3,  question  1,  you  constructed  a chart  listing  the  goals  of  the  three 
leaders.  Here  is  what  that  chart  should  look  like. 


Nation 

Goals 

USSR 

(Stalin) 

• Soviet  security  - a buffer  zone  to  protect  the  Soviet  Union  from 
western  aggression 

• greater  influence  in  the  Far  East 

United  States 
(Roosevelt) 

• greater  U.S.  involvement  in  world  affairs 

• U.S.  access  to  world  markets 

• free  and  peaceful  postwar  world 

• Soviet  security 

• avoidance  of  “ganging  up”  on  Stalin 

Great  Britain 
(Churchill) 

• increased  British  power  (U  .S./Anglo  cooperation  against  Stalin) 

• halt  growing  Soviet  strength  in  the  world 

• give  France  power  status;  assist  in  the  administration  of  a 
defeated  Germany 
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a.  For  each  of  these  goals,  go  back  through  the  Y alta  and  Potsdam  conferences 
to  determine  whether  each  goal  was  achieved,  not  achieved,  or  not  dealt  with. 
Write  the  appropriate  response  in  the  Results  column.  In  the  last  column, 
indicate  at  which  conference  each  goal  was  dealt  with:  Teheran,  Yalta,  or 
Potsdam. 


Nation  Goals 

I ' 1 V ••••<■ — — "»T" — — — - 1 11  — — j 

Results  Conference 

USSR 

• Soviet  security 
- a buffer  zone 
to  protect  the 
Soviet  Union 
from  western 
aggression 

• greater 
influence  in  the 
Far  East 

United 

States 

• greater  U.S. 
involvement  in 
world  affairs 

• U.S.  access  to 
world  markets 

• free  and 
peaceful 
postwar  world 

• Soviet  security 

• avoidance  of 
“ganging  up” 
on  Stalin 

Great 

Britain 

• increased 
British  power 
(U.S./Anglo 
cooperation 
against  Stalin) 

• halt  growing 
Soviet  strength 
in  the  world 

• give  France 
power  status; 
assist  in  the 
administration 
of  a defeated 
Germany 
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b.  For  each  goal  that  was  achieved,  indicate  how  it  was  achieved. 


c.  For  each  goal  that  was  not  achieved,  tell  why  it  was  not  achieved. 
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2.  Did  the  spirit  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  prevail  through  Y alta  and  Potsdam?  Make  a 
comparison  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  to  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  conferences. 

a.  Give  examples  from  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  conferences  that  support,  and 
examples  that  contradict,  the  following  ideals  from  the  Atlantic  Charter. 

( 1 ) No  territorial  changes  that  do  not  reflect  the  wishes  of  the  people  involved 
will  occur. 

Supporting  examples: 


Contradicting  examples: 


(2)  There  will  be  respect  for  the  right  of  all  peoples  to  choose  the  form  of 
government  they  desire;  independence  and  self-government  will  be  given 
back  to  those  countries  who  had  this  taken  away  from  them. 

Supporting  examples: 
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Contradicting  examples: 


b.  Do  you  think  that  the  Potsdam  Agreement  to  bring  to  trial  war  criminals 
reflects  the  ideals  of  the  Atlantic  Charter?  Explain  your  answer. 


c . Do  you  think  that  the  threat  of  force  had  been  removed,  in  accordance  with  the 
Atlantic  Charter,  by  the  Y alta  and  Potsdam  Agreements?  Justify  your  answer. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Extra  Help. 


I 
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Enrichment 

Look  at  Wilson’s  Fourteen  Points,  written  during  World  War  I,  and  compare  them  to 

the  Atlantic  Charter  of  1941. 

Wilson’s  Fourteen  Points 

• “Open  covenants  of  peace,  openly  arrived  at ...” 

• Absolute  freedom  of  navigation  upon  the  seas 

• Removal  of  economic  barriers  “so  far  as  possible” 

• Reduction  of  national  armaments 

• A free,  open-minded,  and  absolutely  impartial  adjustment  of  all  colonial 
claims 

• Evacuation  of  all  Russian  territory;  opportunity  for  Russia  to  determine  “her 
own  political  development  and  national  policy...” 

• Evacuation  and  restoration  of  Belgium 

• Evacuation  of  France  and  restoration  of  invaded  portions;  Alsace-Lorraine  to  be 
returned  to  France 

• Italy  ’ s frontiers  to  be  readjusted  “along  clearly  recognizable  lines  of  nationality” 

• Peoples  of  Austria-Hungary  to  have  the  opportunity  for  autonomous  development 

• Evacuation  of  Romania,  Serbia,  and  Montenegro;  occupied  territories  to  be 
restored;  Serbia  to  have  free  and  secure  access  to  the  sea 

• Subject  nationalities  in  Turkey  to  have  the  opportunity  for  autonomous 
development;  the  Dardanelles  to  be  permanently  open  to  all  nations  “under 
international  guarantees” 

• Establishment  of  an  independent  Poland  with  free  and  secure  access  to  the  sea 

• Formation  of  “a  general  association  of  nations  (a  League  of  Nations)  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  mutual  guarantees  of  political  independence  and  territorial 
integrity”  to  all  states 

Similarities: 
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Balance  of  power:  an  attempt  to 
achieve  equality  in  strength 
between  nations  ' 

The  balance  of  power  shifted  from 
Europe  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
United  States  in  1945. 

MM 

Assignment 

Booklet 


Differences: 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

The  Second  World  War  had  major  consequences  on  the  structure  of  power  politics  in 
the  postwar  world.  Britain  was  no  longer  in  the  position  of  world  leader  as  it  had  been 
prior  to  the  war.  This  was  a new  position  Churchill  recognized  and  tried  to  correct.  T wo 
new  leaders  emerged  as  a result  of  World  War  II  and  the  wartime  conferences  began 
to  emphasize  this  fact. 

The  Soviet  Union  had  increased  its  presence  in  eastern  Europe,  and  was  going  to  keep 
it  that  way.  Soviet  armies  were  basically  still  in  arms. 

The  U.S.  was  now  ready  and  willing  to  play  a major  role  in  world  affairs.  Even  though 
its  army  was  beginning  to  demobilize,  the  U.S.  had  the  financial  power  and  the  atomic 
bomb  to  back  up  this  new  position  in  the  world. 

What’ s more  is  that  with  the  war  over,  prewar  suspicions,  reinforced  by  new  suspicions, 
began  to  split  the  Allies  apart.  As  a result,  the  balance  of  power  had  shifted  over  to 
two  new  world  leaders  whose  growing  mistrust  of  each  other  was  getting  dangerous. 
This  mistrust  will  be  covered  in  the  next  module. 


ASSIGNMENT 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 
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Effects  of  the  War 


Mam 


iy  people  called  W orld  War  I the  “Great  War the  war  to  end  all  wars . However, 
the  scale  and  destructiveness  of  World  War  II  was  much  greater  than  that  of  World 
War  I. 


he  two  wars  were  only  two  decades  apart  in  time,  yet  very  different  in  their  nature. 
It  is  said  that  World  War  II  altered  the  nature  of  war,  that  it  was  the  first  “total”  war. 
What  made  this  war  so  different?  Why  was  it  called  a total  war?  This  section  will  help 
you  answer  these  questions. 


n this  section  you  will  develop  an  understanding  of  the  nature  of  warfare  by 

• comparing  the  casualties  and  destructiveness  in  the  two  world  wars 

• analysing  the  effects  of  civilian  bombing 

• understanding  the  horrors  of  genocide 

• evaluating  questions  related  to  war  crimes 
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Total  war:  a war  which 

encompasses  all  aspects  of  society 
The  magnitude  of  the  war  and  its 
destructiveness  are  total. 


Activity  1 : War  Dead 

Total  war  can  be  defined  as  a war  that  includes  all  aspects  of  a nation’s  existence  and 
the  destructiveness  of  which  reaches  unbelievable  heights.  One  way  to  appreciate  the 
immense  destruction  of  World  War  II  is  to  examine  the  direct  casualties  that  resulted 
from  this  conflict.  You  should  also  remember  that  many  people  were  wounded  and 
disabled  as  a result  of  war  injuries. 


Map  A:  War  Dead  Figures,  Civilian  and  Military  1939-1945  (estimated) 


GREAT  BRITAIN 

Military  397  762 
Civilian  62  000 


DENMARK 

Military  & Civilian  3000 


POLAND 

Military  320  000 
Civilian  3 000  000 


GREECE 

Military  73  000 


These  figures  do  not  include  over 
6 million  Jewish  civilians  murdered 


Civilian  140  000  X 


ROMANIA 

Military  300  000 
Civilian  260  000 


ITALY 

Military  330  000 
Civilian  80  000 


OTHER  AXIS  WAR  DEAD 

JAPAN  Military  1 500  000 
Civilian  500  000 

FINLAND  Military  & Civilian  85  000 


X 

HOLLAND 

Military  12  000 
Civilian  198  000 

BELGIUM 

Military  12  000 
Civilian  16  000 

OTHER  ALLIED  WAR  DEAD 

AUSTRALIA  Military  29  395 
CANADA  Military  31  319 
CHINA  Military  & Civilian  2 200  000 
INDIA  Military  36  092 
NEW  ZEALAND  Military  12  262 
NORWAY  Military  6 000 
Civilian  3 500 

SOUTH  AFRICA  Military  8 681 
U.S.A.  Military  292  000 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Military  50  000 
Civilian  220  000 


FRANCE 

Military  210  671 
Civilian  107  874 

i x \ u urn 

HUNGARY 

Military  410  000 
Civilian  280  000 

SOVIET  UNION 

Military  7 500  000 
Civilian  2 500  000 
‘Over  2 million  of  the 
dead  Russian  soldiers 
were  killed  while  they 
were  prisoners  of  war. 


AUSTRIA 

Military  230  000 
Civilian  104  000 

X 

rv 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Military  410  000 
Civilian  1 280  000 

TURKEY 

neutral  until 
23  February  1945 


Compare  the  war  dead  in  World  War  II  with  those  for  World  War  I as  shown  on  the 
map  on  the  following  page. 
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Map  B:  Total  War  Dead  in  World  War  1, 1914-1918  (estimated) 


1 . Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  figures  of  civilian  war  dead  to  military  war 
dead  in  the  following  countries.  Use  Map  A. 

Britain  Germany  Soviet  Union* 

France  Poland  Japan 

*Some  sources  estimate  Soviet  Union  civilian  dead  at  15  000  000. 
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2.  Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  total  civilian  and  military  war  dead  from 
World  War  II  (Map  A),  to  the  total  war  dead  in  World  War  I (Map  B)  in  the 
following  countries. 

Britain  Italy  Russia* 

France  Germany 

*(Note:  Use  figures  from  Soviet  Union  for  World  War  II.) 


Figure  A:  Total  War  Dead,  Second  World  War 


cc 
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3.  What  is  the  estimated  World  War  II  war  dead,  according  to  Figure  A? 
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4.  What  is  the  estimated  World  War  I war  dead  according  to  Figure  A? 


Figure  B:  Estimated  Populations  of  Europe  in  1930 


Britain:  46  million 

France:  42  million 

Germany:  66  million 

Poland:  32  million 


USSR:  155  million 

Italy:  41  million 

Yugoslavia:  14  million 


total  war  deaths 

Percentage  is  calculated  as  follows: x 100% 

population  of  a 

country 


5.  Using  the  total  war  dead  figures  from  Map  A,  civilian  plus  military,  and  the 
estimated  population  figures  from  Figure  B , calculate  the  percentage  of  population 
killed  in  World  War  II  for  each  country.  Calculate  the  average  percentage  of 
population  killed. 


Britain  0-9% 


France 

Germany 

USSR 

Italy 

Yugoslavia 

Poland 


Average  % 


Figure  C:  Estimated  Populations  of  Europe  in  1910 


Britain:  45  million 

France:  40  million 

Germany:  65  million 


Italy:  35  million 

Russia:  170  million 

Austria/Hungary:  50  million 
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6.  Using  the  total  World  War  I deaths  from  Map  B and  the  estimated  populations  of 
Europe  in  1910  from  Figure  C,  calculate  the  percentage  of  population  killed  in 
World  War  I for  each  country.  Calculate  the  average  percentage  of  population 
killed. 

Britain  

France  % _ total  war  deaths 

population  of  a 

Germany  country  x 100 

Russia  

Italy  

Austria/Hungary  

Average  % 

7.  What  observations  can  you  make  comparing  the  casualties  in  the  two  world  wars? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1 . 


Activity  2:  Civilian  Bombing 

The  strategic  value  of  massive  bombing  was  a controversy  throughout  the  war. 
Whether  the  primary  target  should  be  military,  industrial,  or  civilian  was  the  centre  of 
much  discussion.  Despite  this  furor,  massive  bombing  raids  took  place  on  both  sides. 
The  results  were  devastating,  though  not  effective  from  a military  point  of  view.  Such 
terms  as  terror  bombing,  fire  storms,  and  1000-plane  raids  were  the  vocabulary  of  new 
destructive  techniques.  Civilian  bombing  brought  the  war  home  to  ordinary  people  no 
longer  safe  from  conflict.  Cities  all  over  Europe  were  targeted  for  air  bombardment. 
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Figure  A:  Total  Losses  in  Bombing  Raids,  1939-1945 
(all  figures  estimated) 

German:  593  000 

British:  65  000 


Figure  B:  Total  Losses  During  Specific  Raids 
(all  figures  estimated) 


Dresden,  Germany 

Feb  13/14,  1945 

120  000 

Hamburg,  Germany 

July  24/25,  1943 

42  000 

Hiroshima,  Japan 

Aug  6,  1945 

60  000 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Aug  9,  1945 

80  000 

London,  England 

July-Sept,  1940 

40  000 

Figure  C:  Total  Bomb  Tonnage  Dropped  on  Germany,  1940-1944 


1000 


250 


1940  1941  1942  1943  1944 


Thousand 

tons 


750 


500 
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Figure  D:  Bombing  Targets  in  Germany 


Each  circle  represents  a bomber  target  in  Germany. 

These  targets  were 

• industrial  centres 

• transportation  centres  and  links 

Later  civilian  targets,  such  as  Dresden,  were  bombed  to  demoralize  the  population. 
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Figure  E:  The  Ruins  of  Stalingrad  - the  City  Was  Besieged  and 
Bombarded  from  June  1942  to  31  January  1943 
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1.  Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  losses  during  specific  raids  in  Figure  B. 


2.  Examine  Figures  E and  F.  How  would  you  describe  the  effects  of  civilian 
bombing? 


3.  Why  could  the  Second  World  War  be  described  as  a total  war? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  2. 
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Genocide:  the  extermination  of  a 
race  of  people 


Activity  3:  Genocide 

The  Nazi  regime  believed  in  racial  purity,  and  was  willing  to  carry  out  this  belief.  As 
early  as  1920,  Hitler  made  it  clear  that  Jews,  whom  he  considered  an  impure  race,  had 
no  place  in  Germany.  Jews  were  the  scapegoat,  blamed  for  many  of  Germany’s 
problems  after  World  War  I.  The  Nazis  and  their  supporters  were  willing  to  accept  this 
theory,  or  at  least  turn  a blind  eye  to  it.  Hitler  had  a fanatical  hatred  of  Jewish  people 
that  led  to  a monstrous  situation.  Genocide,  an  attempt  to  murder  an  entire  race  of 
people,  resulted. 

The  theory  of  the  Master  Race,  the  basic  social  belief  of  Nazism  and  the  basis  for  the 
racial  policies  of  Hitler,  went  as  follows: 

• In  humankind,  there  are  higher  and  lower  races  of  people.  The  highest  races  have 
remained  pure.  They  have  not  interbred  with  lower  ones.  Germans  are  now  the 
best  race  as  they  are  directly  descended  from  the  Aryan  people,  the  most 
advanced  race  of  the  past. 

• To  become  the  “master  race,”  the  Germans  must  keep  themselves  pure.  The 
Jews  are  the  source  of  greatest  danger  to  the  purity  of  Germans,  so  interbreeding 
with  Jews  must  be  totally  avoided. 

• The  Germans  require  more  space  to  live  in  ( Lebensraum ).  Germany  is  too 
crowded.  Now  there  are  people  to  the  East,  the  Slavs  such  as  Poles  and  Russians, 
who  are  of  a much  lower  race.  Superior  people  such  as  the  Germans  have  a right 
to  take  Russian  land  and  to  make  Slavs  serve  the  German  Master  Race. 

1 . Why  did  the  Nazis  consider  Germans  to  be  a “master  race”? 


2.  What  was  Lebensrauml 


At  first,  Jewish  people  were  subjected  to  anti-Semitic  rhetoric  and  beatings  at  the  hands 
of  Nazi  fanatics.  However,  their  systematic  discrimination  evolved  into  Hitler’ s Final 
Solution,  the  extermination  of  all  Jews. 
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Holocaust:  the  treatment  of  the 
Jews  prior  to  World  War  II  with  a 
particular  emphasis  on  the 
extermination  of  6 million  Jews  by 
the  Nazis  during  the  war 
The  killing  took  place  in  many 
areas,  but  most  went  on  in  the 
extermination  camps  in  Europe. 
These  camps  were  run  by  the 
German  SS. 

Boycott:  refrain  from  having  any 
dealings  with 


A Chronology  of  Events  Leading  Up  to  the  Holocaust 


1933  • There  was  an  official  boycott  of  Jewish  shops,  doctors,  and  lawyers. 

• Jews  were  forbidden  to  hold  jobs  in  the  government. 

1935  • The  Nuremburg  Laws  were  passed. 

- Reich  Citizenship  Act:  Jewish  people  were  deprived  of  German 
citizenship.  They  did  not  have  the  right  to  vote. 

- Law  for  the  Protection  of  German  Blood  and  Honour:  Marriage 
between  Jews  and  Germans  was  forbidden.  Intercourse  between 
Jews  and  Germans  was  forbidden. 


1936-37  • Professional  activities  of  Jews  became  restricted  or  prohibited. 

1938  • Kristallnacht  (“crystal  night,”  named  for  the  broken  glass  that  littered 

the  streets  afterwards);  There  was  destruction  of  Jewish  shops,  homes, 
and  synagogues. 

• Jewish  children  were  banned  from  schools. 


• Jewish  shops  were  closed  and  sold. 


1939 


• Jews  were  forced  to  hand  over  their  gold  and  silver  possessions. 

• The  Jewish  resettlement  program  began.  Jews  were  relocated  into 
ghettos  and  concentration  camps. 


3.  Why  were  marriages  between  Germans  and  Jews  prohibited  by  the  Nuremburg 
Laws? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  3. 


Final  Solution:  Hitler’s  program 
for  the  massive  extermination  of 
Jews  and  other  races  he  considered 
undesirable 

This  was  Hitler’s  solution  to  the 
“Jewish  Problem.  ” ' 


By  1942,  the  Final  Solution  program  had  been  introduced.  The  death  camps  that  had 
been  set  up  throughout  Germany  and  the  conquered  territories  were  in  operation.  As 
the  German  conquests  grew,  more  and  more  Jewish  people,  as  well  as  other  persons 
considered  undesirable  by  the  Nazis,  were  being  sent  to  the  concentration  and  death 
camps. 
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For  the  most  part,  the  Final  Solution  was  carried  out  with  great  organization.  Plans 
were  carried  out  to  the  finest  detail.  Statistics  were  kept  on  how  many  Jews  were  in 
the  occupied  territories.  Train  schedules  were  arranged  to  allow  the  greatest  efficiency 
in  transporting  Jews  to  the  camps.  Statistics  were  even  kept  calculating  how  many  Jews 
had  been  exterminated. 

The  man  in  charge  of  carrying  out  the  Final  Solution  was  Heinrich  Himmler,  head  of 
the  SS  (the  State  Security  Police).  Himmler  oversaw  the  operations  of  the  death  camps 
as  well  as  the  mass  executions  that  took  place  throughout  the  conquered  territories.  The 
exterminations  continued  right  up  to  Germany’s  final  defeat. 

Figure  A:  Estimated  Deaths  in  Nazi  Death  Camps 


Auschwitz 

2 000  000 

Belsen 

600  000 

Chelmno 

340  000 

Majdanek 

1 380  000 

Sobidor 

250  000 

Treblinka 

800  000 

Total 

5 370  000 

Figure  B:  Estimated  Number  of  Jews  Killed  in  the  Final  Solution 


Country 

Estimated  Jewish 
Population 
Before  Final  Solution 

Estimated  Jewish 
Population  Annihilated 

Number 

Percent 

j 

Poland 

3 300 

000 

3 000 

000 

90 

Baltic  Countries 

253 

000 

228 

000 

90 

Germany/Austria 

240 

000 

210 

000 

90 

Bohemia/Moravia 

90 

000 

80 

000 

89 

Slovakia 

90 

000 

75 

000 

83 

Greece 

70 

000 

54 

000 

77 

The  Netherlands 

140 

000 

105 

000 

75 

Hungary 

650 

000 

450 

000 

70 

SSR  White  Russia 

375 

000 

245 

000 

65 

SSR  Ukraine* 

1 500 

000 

900 

000 

60 

Belgium 

65 

000 

40 

000 

60 

Yugoslavia 

43 

000 

26 

000 

60 

Romania 

600 

000 

300 

000 

50 

Norway 

1 

800 

900 

50 

France 

350 

000 

90 

000 

26 

Bulgaria 

64 

000 

14 

000 

22 

Italy 

40 

000 

8 

000 

20 

Luxembourg 

5 

000 

1 

000 

20 

Russia  (RSFSR)* 

975 

000 

107 

000 

11 

Denmark 

8 

000 

- 

- 

Finland 

2 

000 

- 

- 

Total 

8 861  800 

5 933  900 

67 

*The  Germans  did  not  occupy  all  the  territory  of  this  republic. 
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Figure  C:  Total  Numbers  of  Those  Killed  in  Camps 


Group 

Approximate  Number  Killed 

Jews 

5 933  900 

Slavs 

10-11  000000 

including: 

Polish  Christians 

3 000  000 

Ukrainians 

4 600  000 

Byelorussians 

2 300  000 

Russian  prisoners  of  war 

3 000  000 

Gypsies 

500  000 

Homosexuals 

500  000 

Large  numbers  of  political  opponents,  religious  opponents,  and  German  criminals  were  also  eliminated,  but  estimates 
are  too  vague  for  inclusion  in  this  table. 


Figure  D:  Estimated  Number  of  Jews  Killed,  1939-1945 
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Figure  E:  War  Dead  Estimates 

• Estimated  total  war  dead  for  World  War  II:  40  million 

• Estimated  total  war  dead  for  World  War  I:  17  million 

• Estimated  total  Jews  killed:  6 million 

4.  Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  statistics  in  Figure  E. 


5 .  What  percentage  of  the  total  war  dead  in  World  War  II  is  represented  by  the  Jewish 
deaths? 


6.  The  number  of  Jews  killed  in  World  War  II  is  what  percentage  of  the  total  deaths 
in  World  War  I? 


7 .  According  to  Figure  D,  rank  from  most  to  least  the  three  countries  with  the  greatest 
number  of  Jewish  deaths. 
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8.  According  to  Figure  B,  what  four  countries  lost  the  greatest  percentage  of  their 
Jewish  population? 


9.  According  to  Figure  C,  of  the  five  groups  of  peoples  killed  in  camps,  which  group 
suffered  the  greatest  number  of  casualties? 


10.  Based  on  the  Nazi  theory  of  the  Master  Race,  why  do  you  suppose  the  groups 
portrayed  in  Figure  C were  singled  out  for  extermination? 


1 1 .  Why  was  the  Holocaust  committed  by  the  Nazis  considered  genocide? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  3. 
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The  Hossbach  Memorandum:  a 

document  recorded  by  Friedrich 
Hossbach  at  a meeting  between 
Hitler  and  some  of  his  Chiefs  of 
Staff  in  1937 

The  meeting  discussed  Germany’s 
need  for  expansion  on  the  European 
continent  in  the  future  . 

The  memorandum  was 
instrumental  as  evidence  for  the 
charges  related  to  Crimes  Against 
Peace. 


Activity  4:  War  Crimes 

As  the  Allies  pushed  towards  Berlin  in  the  final  days  of  the  war,  they  became  aware 
of  the  atrocities  that  the  Nazis  had  committed  during  the  war  years.  Horrified  by  what 
they  discovered  in  the  death  camps,  the  Allies  were  determined  to  see  justice  done.  As 
had  been  determined  at  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  conferences  in  1945,  Nazi  officials 
responsible  for  war  crimes  would  be  brought  to  trial  and  punished.  In  all,  twenty-two 
leaders  were  charged  with  war  crimes  and  put  on  trial  at  Nuremberg.  It  was  the  first 
time  a country’s  leaders  would  be  made  personally  responsible  for  their  actions.  The 
charges  were  based  on  three  crimes: 

• Crimes  Against  Peace 

- planning,  preparing,  and  waging  a war  of  aggression;  the  Hossbach 
Memorandum  was  evidence  in  support  of  this  charge 

- waging  a war  in  violation  of  international  treaties 

• War  Crimes 

- violations  of  the  “laws”  or  customs  of  war  including  murder,  slave  labour,  ill 
treatment  of  civilian  population  and  prisoners  of  war,  destruction  of  cities  or 
towns  for  no  justified  military  reason 

• Crimes  Against  Humanity 

- murder,  extermination,  enslavement,  and  any  other  inhuman  acts  committed 
against  any  civilian  population;  persecutions  on  political,  racial,  or  religious 
grounds 

1 . Under  which  crime  would  extermination  of  the  Jewish  people  fall? 


2.  Why  was  the  Hossbach  Memorandum  a crucial  piece  of  evidence  at  Nuremberg? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  4. 


The  International  Tribunal  at  Nuremberg  passed  its  decision  following  the  trial.  On 
those  it  found  guilty,  it  gave  the  following  justification:  Germany  was  bound  by  the 
international  rules  that  determine  the  allowable  conduct  of  any  country.  This  means 
that  no  country  ’ s leader  or  government  has  the  right  to  commit  atrocities  such  as  those 
done  by  Germany.  Therefore,  the  defense  that  “we  were  just  following  orders”  was 
not  valid. 
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The  following  are  examples  of  some  of  the  sentences  handed  down  to  Nazi  officials: 

• Hermann  Goering,  Hitler’s  second  in  command  - death 

• Rudolph  Hess,  Deputy  leader  - life  imprisonment 

• Alfred  Jodi,  Field  Marshall  - death 

• Erich  Rader,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Navy  - life  imprisonment 

• Franz  Von  Papen,  Political  advisor  - acquittal 

Those  who  received  death  sentences  were  hanged,  except  Goering  who  committed 
suicide  in  his  prison  cell. 

Many  people  felt  the  Nuremberg  trials  served  justice  to  those  who  committed  some  of 
the  most  atrocious  crimes  in  history.  However,  there  were  those  who  believed  that  no 
justice  could  be  done  to  erase  the  horrors  of  the  Holocaust. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Do  either  1.  or  2. 


1. 


Fill  in  the  blanks  that  follow. 

(1)  Estimated  total  war  dead  in  World  War  I 

(2)  Estimated  total  war  dead  in  World  War  II  

(3)  Average  percentage  of  population  killed  in  World  War  I 

(4)  Average  percentage  of  population  killed  in  World  War  II 

(5)  Estimated  total  German  losses  in  bombing  raids  193<M-5  _ 

(6)  Estimated  total  British  losses  in  bombing  raids  in  1939^15  _ 

(7)  Estimated  total  number  of  Jews  killed  in  Final  Solution  _ 
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b.  Complete  the  following  chart. 

War  Crimes  Charges 


Type  of  Crime 

Examples  of  this  Crime 

2.  View  the  videotape,  Master  Race.  This  video  traces  the  history  of  Hitler’ s theory 
of  the  Master  Race  from  the  early  1920s  to  1936.  It  takes  a look  at  where  Jews  fit 
into  Hitler’ s grand  scheme.  Watch  this  video  and  answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  What  groups  suffered  persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  Nazis? 


b.  When  were  the  concentration  camps  set  up? 
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c.  What  were  Untermenschenl 


d.  What  three  tragedies  did  Hitler  blame  Jews  for  causing? 


e.  What  was  one  of  the  main  beliefs  of  the  Nazi  party? 


f.  Who  was  Dr.  Goebbels? 


g.  What  event  occurred  on  April  1,  1933? 


h.  What  did  the  Nuremberg  Laws  do? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

Examine  these  photographs  of  Nazi  propaganda  depicting  the  Nazi  perception  of  Jews. 

Figure  A Figure  B 


An  article  accompanying  this  illustration  told  Germans  that  Jews  unleashed  all 
types  of  evil  on  the  world. 


The  translation  of  this  poster  reads,  “The  Jew  - Purveyor  of  War, 
Prolonger  of  War.” 


Beer  mat  propaganda. 

The  slogan  reads,  “Whoever  Buys  from  a Jew  is  a Traitor 
to  His  People.” 

Figure  C 
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Figure  D 


1 . In  the  preceding  pictures,  how  were  Jews  portrayed  physically? 


2.  In  Figure  C,  what  were  Jews  being  blamed  for? 


3.  Were  Jews  portrayed  as  evil  or  good  in  these  pictures?  Explain  your  answer. 


4.  What  kind  of  feelings  towards  Jews  were  being  promoted  in  these  pictures? 
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5.  How  might  these  pictures  have  reinforced  Nazi  beliefs  about  Jews? 


6.  How  might  these  pictures  have  supported  the  actions  the  Nazis  committed  against 
Jews? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

The  Second  World  War  started  like  most  wars  previous  to  it.  Circumstances  and  events 
brought  the  world  once  again  into  a global  struggle.  However,  it  was  soon  obvious  that 
the  nature  of  this  war  was  far  different  from  all  others.  The  death  and  destruction  of 
World  War  I was  beyond  that  which  was  imaginable  at  the  time.  World  War  II  far 
surpassed  the  devastation  of  the  “Great  War.” 

The  new  machines  of  war  multiplied  the  killing  power  of  armies,  while  long  range 
bombers  brought  the  war  to  cities  miles  away  from  the  actual  front  lines.  No  place  was 
safe  from  the  killing  force  of  war. 

Finally,  another  feature  of  war  was  added.  This  was  genocide,  an  attempt  by  the  Nazis 
to  eliminate  an  entire  race.  The  horrors  of  the  Holocaust  and  the  atrocities  of  the  “Final 
Solution”  were  revealed  to  the  world  as  the  German  Reich  crumbled. 

The  Second  World  War  not  only  shifted  the  balance  of  power  to  two  competing 
spheres,  but  it  also  altered  the  nature  of  war.  Not  only  was  war  more  destructive,  but 
nations  were  now  being  held  accountable  for  their  actions  and  conduct  during  war. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


^ ASSIGNMENT  ^ 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 

— — ^ 
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Section 


The  United  Nations 


J ou  have  seen  that  the  peace  settlements  that  followed  World  War  I failed  to  work 
and  twenty  years  later  the  world  was  involved  in  another  maj  or  war.  Y ou  have  also  learned 
about  the  destruction  and  devastation  of  the  two  World  Wars.  With  the  end  of  World 
War  II,  it  was  important  not  to  make  the  same  mistakes  that  could  plant  the  seeds  for 
yet  another  war.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  best  way  to  establish  a lasting  peace? 

The  lesson  of  the  bloody  history  of  the  last  war  must  not  be  forgotten.  If  we  do  what 
common  sense  tells  us,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  last  war  was  indeed  the 
last. 

- Russian  General  Chuikov 

l nr 

J here  was  a lesson  to  be  learned  from  World  War  II.  If  nothing  else,  it  showed  how 
destructive  war  had  become.  With  the  creation  of  the  nuclear  bomb,  the  world  was  given 
an  object  lesson  in  how  much  more  devastating  the  next  war  may  be.  With  these 
experiences  in  mind,  it  was  now  necessary  to  make  every  effort  to  ensure  that  this  was 
indeed  the  last  war.  The  victors  had  to  work  together  to  create  a lasting  peace,  unlike 
the  peace  that  followed  World  War  I. 

J 1 resident  Roosevelt,  in  1941 , hoped  that  after  the  war  was  over,  a world  would  exist 
whose  people  enjoyed  four  freedoms:  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  religion,  freedom 
from  want,  and  freedom  from  fear.  This  dream  characterized  the  spirit  of  the  Atlantic 
Charter.  From  it,  came  the  birth  of  the  United  Nations,  the  new  hope  for  civilization 
which  advanced  the  principles  of  international  justice  and  human  rights. 

n this  section  you  should  gain  an  understanding  of  attempts  at  lasting  peace  by  studying 

• the  creation  of  the  UN 

• the  function  and  structure  of  the  UN 
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Activity  1 : Creation  of  the  United  Nations 

At  the  earliest  meetings  of  the  Allied  powers,  the  idea  of  a new 
worldwide  organization  designed  to  ensure  and  protect 
Roosevelt’s  Four  Freedoms  was  discussed.  This  idea 
continued  to  be  on  the  agenda  of  a number  of  wartime 
conferences  until  finally  the  United  Nations  was  formed. 

The  following  conferences  led  to  the  formation  of  the  UN: 

• The  Atlantic  Charter,  1941 

One  of  the  principles  to  come  out  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  was  a system  of  general 
security. 

• Washington  Conference,  1942 

The  Allied  nations  met  and  pledged  support  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  and  adopted 
the  name  United  Nations. 

• Yalta  Conference,  February  1945 

Roosevelt,  Churchill,  and  Stalin  agreed  upon  the  voting  procedures  for  the  UN 
Security  Council.  It  called  upon  the  Allies  to  send  delegates  to  San  Francisco 
to  prepare  the  UN  Charter. 

• San  Francisco,  April  to  June  1945 

Delegates  representing  fifty  nations  met  and  completed  the  United  Nations 
Charter. 

1 . The  forerunner  of  the  United  Nations  was  the  League  of  Nations,  which  had  failed 
between  the  wars.  How  was  the  UN  itself  in  its  development  a product  of  World 
War  II? 
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Global  collective  security:  a feature 
of  the  UN 

The  UN  has  the  right  to  call  on  its 
member  nations  to  take  collective 
action  to  ensure  and  protect  the 
purposes  of  the  UN.  Collective 
action  may  be  an  economic  boycott 
by  all  nations  of  an  aggressor. 

Self-determination:  self-rule 

Human  rights:  the  rights  attributed 
to  all  people  regardless  of  any 
distinctions 
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2,  How  many  countries  were  involved  in  the  beginning  of  the  UN? 


| 

3.  President  Wilson’s  Fourteen  Points  were  the  basis  for  the  League  of  Nations. 
What  were  similar  principles  relating  to  the  formation  of  the  UN? 


I 

4.  What  nations  were  the  leaders  in  the  creation  of  the  United  Nations? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Activity  1. 


Activity  2:  The  Charter  of  the  United  Nations 


The  preamble  to  the  Charter  of  the  UN  states  the  reasons  for  its  formation:  “To  save 
succeeding  generations  from  the  scourge  of  war,  to  reaffirm  faith  in  fundamental 
human  rights,  and  to  promote  social  progress.”  The  following  Articles  are  selected 
from  the  Charter  of  the  UN  and  represent  only  a portion  of  the  entire  document. 


Articles  from  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations 


Article  1 

The  Purposes  of  the  United  Nations 
are: 

1.  To  maintain  international  peace 
and  security,  and  to  that  end:  to  take 
effective  collective  measures  for  the 
prevention  and  removal  of  threats  to  the 
peace,  and  for  the  suppression  of  acts  of 
aggression  or  other  breaches  of  the  peace, 
and  to  bring  about  by  peaceful  means, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
justice  and  international  law,  adjustment 
or  settlement  of  international  disputes  or 
situations  which  might  lead  to  a breach 
of  the  peace; 

2.  To  develop  friendly  relations 

!; 

I 


among  nations  based  on  respect  for  the 
principle  of  equal  rights  and  self- 
determination  of  peoples,  and  to  take 
other  appropriate  measures  to  strengthen 
universal  peace; 

3.  To  achieve  international  co- 
operation in  solving  international 
problems  of  an  economic,  social, 
cultural,  or  humanitarian  character,  and 
in  promoting  and  encouraging  respect 
for  human  rights  and  for  fundamental 
freedoms  for  all  without  distinction  as  to 
race,  sex,  language,  or  religion;  and 

4.  To  be  a centre  for  harmonizing 
the  actions  of  nations  in  the  attainment 
of  these  common  ends. 
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Article  2 

1.  The  Organization  is  based  on 
the  principle  of  the  sovereign  equality  of 
its  Members. 

Article  4 

1.  Membership  in  the  United 
Nations  is  open  to  all  other  peace-loving 
states  which  accept  the  obligations 
contained  in  the  present  Charter. 

Article  41 

The  Security  Council  may  decide 
what  measures  not  involving  the  use  of 
armed  force  are  to  be  employed  to  give 
effect  to  its  decisions,  and  it  may  call 
upon  the  Members  of  the  United  Nations 
to  apply  such  measures.  These  may 


include  complete  or  partial  interruption 
of  economic  relations  and  of  rail,  sea, 
air,  postal,  telegraphic,  radio,  and  other 
means  of  communciation,  and  the 
severance  of  diplomatic  relations. 

Article  42 

Should  the  Security  Council 
consider  that  measures  provided  for  in 
Article  41  would  be  inadequate  or  have 
proved  to  be  inadequate,  it  may  take 
such  action  by  air,  sea,  or  land  forces  as 
may  be  necessary  to  maintain  or  restore 
international  peace  and  security.  Such 
action  may  include  demonstrations, 
blockade,  and  other  operations  by  air, 
sea,  or  land  forces  of  Members  of  the 
United  Nations.1 


1 . List  briefly  the  four  purposes  of  the  UN. 


2.  Write  Articles  41  and  42  into  your  own  words.  Be  sure  to  focus  on  the  main  idea 
of  each  article. 


3.  Which  article  refers  to  the  idea  of  global  collective  security? 


1 United  Nations  Office  of  Public  Information,  New  York. 
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4.  What  are  some  peaceful  methods  by  which  the  UN  may  force  an  aggressor  nation 
to  obey  its  suggestions? 


Check  your  answer  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Activity  2. 


Activity  3:  Organization  of  the  United  Nations 


The  functions  of  the  UN  have  been  divided  among  the  various  bodies  of  the  UN.  In 
this  way,  it  is  hoped  the  purpose  of  this  organization  can  be  fulfilled  in  the  best  way 
possible.  The  following  pages  explain  the  structure  of  the  United  Nations. 
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Veto  power:  ability  of  any  one 
member  to  defeat  a motion 
In  the  UN,  each  of  the  five 
permanent  members  of  the  Security 
Council' holds  this  power. 


The  General  Assembly 

• the  international  forum 

• consists  of  all  member  nations  - the  largest  body  of  the  UN 

• each  nation  has  one  vote  and  all  votes  are  equal 

• important  decisions  require  a 2/3  majority 

Powers: 

• discusses  international  problems 

• makes  recommendations  to  member  nations  and  the  other  bodies  of  the  UN 

• elects  members  of  other  UN  bodies 

• on  recommendation  of  the  Security  Council,  it  expels  members  who  violate 
the  principles  of  the  UN  (e.g.,  South  Africa)  and  admits  new  members 

• approves  the  UN’s  budget  and  expenses 

The  General  Assembly  headquarters  are  in  New  Y ork  City.  They  meet  regularly 
for  three  months  of  the  year,  but  may  be  called  together  for  an  emergency 
session. 


Security  Council 

• the  Executive  Agency 

• consists  of  fifteen  members 

- five  permanent  and  ten  non-permanent 

- five  permanent  members  are  China,  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  the 
former  Soviet  Union  (taken  over  by  Russia),  and  France 

- all  five  have  veto  power 

- ten  non-permanent  members  are  elected  by  the  General  Assembly  for  two  year 
terms 

- decisions  made  in  the  Security  Council  must  have  nine  affirmative  votes 
including  the  five  permanent  members 

Powers: 

• main  responsibility  is  to  maintain  international  peace  and  security 

• investigates  disputes  that  endanger  peace 

• makes  recommendations  for  settlement 

• calls  upon  UN  members  to  take  economic  or  military  action  if  necessary 
against  aggressors 

• meets  continuously 
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1 . Which  Articles  of  the  UN  Charter  give  the  Security  Council  the  right  to  take 
economic  or  military  action  against  aggressors? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Activity  3. 


Secretariat 

• the  Civil  Service 

• consists  of  the  Secretary  General  and  a staff 

• The  Secretary  General  is  elected  for  a five-year  term  by  the  General  Assembly 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Security  Council. 

Powers: 

• selects  and  directs  a staff  of  thousands 

• brings  to  the  attention  of  the  Security  Council  any  matters  threatening  world 
peace 

• performs  other  tasks  as  requested  by  the  various  UN  bodies 

• the  staff  performs  basic  UN  clerical  and  administrative  work 

International  Court  of  Justice 

• the  Court  of  Nations 

• consists  of  15  international  judges  who  decide  upon  cases  brought  before  them, 
by  a majority  vote 

Powers: 

• settles  legal  disputes  amongst  nations 

• gives  legal  opinions  on  issues  to  other  UN  bodies 

Nations  submitting  cases  to  the  International  Court  of  Justice  agree  in 
advance  to  abide  by  their  rulings. 
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Trusteeship  Council 

• protects  the  Colonial  peoples 

• set  up  to  supervise  territories  known  as  “trusts” 

• These  “trust”  territories  were  lands  taken  away  from  the  Axis  powers  following 
World  War  II. 

• This  system  is  the  successor  to  the  mandate  system  of  the  League  of  Nations. 

• All  five  permanent  members  of  the  Security  Council  are  on  the  Trusteeship 
Council.  However,  only  the  U.S.  still  possesses  trust  territories. 

Powers: 

• helps  trust  territories  develop  toward  self-government  or  independence 

• considers  reports  from  trust  territories 

• examines  petitions  from  territories 

• sends  investigating  committees  to  these  territories 

• reports  to  the  General  Assembly 

Economic  and  Social  Council  (ECOSOC) 

• consists  of  twenty-seven  members  voted  in  by  the  General  Assembly  for  a three- 
year  term 

• Decisions  need  a majority  vote. 

Powers: 

• concerned  with  improving  economic,  social,  cultural,  educational,  and 
health  conditions  throughout  the  world 

• may  conduct  studies  and  make  recommendations  to  member  nations  and  the 
General  Assembly 

Commissions  and  Committees  - Further  Organizations  to  Help  Foster 
ECOSOC  Goals 

• Commission  for  Human  Rights 

• commissions  concerned  with  the  control  of  narcotics,  crime,  and  with  the 
status  of  women 
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Specialized  Agencies 

• international  organizations  that  are  not  under  direct  control  of  the  UN;  some 
even  predate  the  UN 

• include  most  nations  of  the  UN 

• help  only  those  nations  that  request  their  assistance 

• coordinate  their  efforts  with  the  UN  through  the  ECOSOC 

Examples  of  Some  of  These  Organizations: 

• United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization 

• International  Labour  Organization 

• Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 

• World  Health  Organization 

• International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Development 

2.  Name  the  body  of  the  UN  which  would  serve  each  of  the  functions  described, 

a.  decides  between  two  nations  over  a fishing  rights  dispute 


b.  provides  translators  for  the  UN 


c.  decides  to  send  UN  troops  to  Korea  to  help  defend  South  Korea 


d.  studies  the  health  conditions  of  a Third  World  nation 


e.  votes  on  the  annual  expenses  allocated  to  the  International  Court  of  Justice 


3.  Where  are  the  headquarters  for  the  United  Nations? 
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4.  What  countries  have  veto  power  in  the  Security  Council? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Activity  3. 


Activity  4:  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights 


• Legal  Rights:  freedom  from  arbitrary  arrest,  and  the  right  to  a fair  trial 

• Economic  Rights:  the  right  to  employment,  to  earn  fair  wages,  private  property, 
and  leisure  time 

- the  right  to  belong  to  and  to  form  trade  unions 

• Social  Rights:  the  right  to  education  and  culture 

The  following  Articles  are  excerpts  from  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 


Another  important  document  that  found  its  principles  and  ideals  in  Roosevelt’s 
freedoms  stated  in  1941  was  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights.  With  the 
atrocities  committed  in  Nazi  Germany,  this  declaration’ s principles  became  even  more 
significant.  This  Declaration  was  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  by  overwhelming 
approval  in  1948.  The  General  Assembly  urged  all  of  its  members  to  circulate  the 
Declaration  wherever  possible  and  to  promote  and  practise  the  principles  outlined  in 
it. 

The  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  was  drawn  up  by  the  ECOSOC.  This 
Declaration  emphasizes  four  basic  rights  and  freedoms: 

• Civil  Rights:  life,  liberty,  freedom  of  speech,  religion,  and  assembly 
- the  right  to  a voice  in  government 


Article  1.  All  human  beings  are 
bom  free  and  equal  in  dignity  and  rights 
...  and  should  act  towards  one  another  in 
a spirit  of  brotherhood. 

Article  2.  Everyone  is  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  freedoms  set  forth  in 
this  Declaration,  without  distinction  of 
any  kind,  such  as  race,  colour,  sex, 
language,  religion,  political  or  other 


opinion,  national  or  social  origin, 
property,  birth  or  other  status  ... 

Article  3.  Everyone  has  the  right 
to  life,  liberty  and  security  of  person. 

Article  7.  All  are  equal  before  the 
law ... 

Article  9.  No  one  shall  be  subjected 
to  arbitrary  arrest,  detention  or  exile. 

Article  11.  (1)  Everyone  charged 


I 
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with  a penal  offence  has  the  right  to  be 
presumed  innocent  until  proved  guilty 
according  to  law  in  a public  trial ... 

Article  13.  (2)  Everyone  has  the 
right  to  leave  any  country,  including  his 
own,  and  to  return  to  his  country. 

Article  19.  Everyone  has  the  right 
to  freedom  of  opinion  and  expression ... 

Article  20.  (1)  Everyone  has  the 
right  to  freedom  of  peaceful  assembly 
and  association. 

Article  23.  (1)  Everyone  has  the 
right  to  work,  to  free  choice  of 


employment ... 

(2)  Everyone,  without  any 
discrimination,  has  the  right  to  equal  pay 
for  equal  work. 

(4)  Everyone  has  the  right  to  form 
and  to  join  trade  unions  ... 

Article  26.  (1)  Everyone  has  the 
right  to  education. 

(2)  Education  ...  shall  promote 
understanding,  tolerance  and  friendship 
among  all  nations,  racial  or  religious 
groups  ...1 


1 . Which  Articles  are  examples  of 
Civil  Rights? 

Legal  Rights? 

Economic  Rights? 

Social  Rights? 

2.  Which  Article  says  that  you  have  the  right  to  join  groups  like  the  Kinsmen  Club? 

3.  Which  Article  states  that  you  cannot  teach  hatred  of  Jews? 

4.  Which  Article  states  that  these  rights  belong  to  everyone? 


n 


^ — 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Activity  4. 


1 United  Nations  Office  of  Public  Information,  New  York. 
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Follow-up  Activities 


If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

1 . Complete  the  following  chart  on  the  structure  of  the  UN.  Include  in  each  of  the 
six  main  bodies  information  on  the  membership  and  its  duties. 


General 

Assembly 


Security 

Council 


International 
Court  of 
Justice 


Secretariat 


Trusteeship 

Council 


ECOSOC 


2.  List  five  specialized  UN  agencies. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

The  idea  of  the  United  Nations  is  not  a unique  one.  Following  World  War  I,  the 
victorious  nations  created  an  organization  designed  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  the 
UN.  This  organization  was  called  the  League  of  Nations. 

In  this  exercise,  compare  the  organizations  to  each  other.  Focus  on  both  the  similarities 
and  differences  of  the  structure  of  each  organization  and  their  functions. 


Similarities 

Differences 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  5:  Enrichment. 
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Conclusion 

The  UN  was  created  by  people  who  wished  to  avoid  the  errors  that  led  to  the  last  two 
world  wars.  It  was  created  with  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  realize  the  principles  of 
international  justice  and  human  rights. 

Post- World  War  II  presented  a number  of  new  challenges.  There  were  hopes  for  a 
lasting  peace.  There  was  a new  power  structure  in  world  politics  and  there  were  new 
ideals  for  all  of  the  world’s  peoples.  The  question  now  was  whether  or  not  the  United 
Nations  was  going  to  be  able  to  deal  with  these  challenges. 


ASSIGNMENT 


There  is  no  assignment  for  this  section. 


4' 


MODULE  SUMMARY 

In  this  module  you  examined  the  changes  that  occurred  from  1936  to  1945.  You  saw 
how  the  policies  of  expansion  and  appeasement  led  to  the  Second  World  War.  This 
confrontation,  too,  led  to  a number  of  changes  that  affected  the  postwar  world.  The 
nature  of  the  Second  World  War  was  different  from  previous  wars  and  as  a result  of 
this,  major  changes  occurred.  There  was  a shift  in  the  balance  of  power  in  the  world 
and  there  was  a need  to  create  an  organization  to  protect  the  peace  and  the  rights  of  all 
people.  Both  of  these  changes  laid  the  groundwork  for  the  world  as  it  is  today. 


FINAL  MODULE  ASSIGNMENT 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  final  assignment  for  this  module. 

— — — — — ^ 


Social  Studies  30 


Appendix 


Module  6 - Appendix 


92 


Glossary 


Anschluss 

• a union  between  Austria  and  Germany 
This  was  forbidden  by  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 

Appeasement 

• giving  in  to  the  demands  or  actions  of  aggressor  nations  in 
order  to  preserve  peace 

Attrition 

• any  gradual  process  of  wearing  down;  in  war,  when  one  side 
wins  by  gradually  wearing  the  other  down  with  repeated 
attacks 

Axis  powers 

• refers  to  the  Berlin-Tokyo-Rome  Axis 
It  was  an  ideological  agreement  to  oppose  international 
communism  and  to  “contain”  the  Soviet  Union. 

Blitzkrieg 

• lightning  war,  a military  tactic  used  by  Germany 
It  was  extremely  mobile,  involving  air  support,  mechanized 
infantry,  and  tanks. 

Boycott 

• refrain  from  having  any  dealings  with 

Buffer  zone 

• an  area  of  land  that  acts  as  a protective  “cushion”  between 
nations  that  present  a threat  to  each  other 
It  absorbs  the  blow. 

Demobilize 

• to  dismantle  armies,  allowing  soldiers  to  return  home  to 
civilian  life  - to  become  less  prepared  for  war 

De-nazification 

• a process  where  all  organizations,  beliefs,  and  attitudes  that 
could  be  attributed  to  the  Nazi  Party  would  be  erased 

Final  Solution 

• Hitler’s  program  for  the  massive  extermination  of  Jews  and 
other  races  he  considered  undesirable 
This  was  Hitler’s  solution  to  the  “Jewish  Problem.” 

Genocide 

• the  extermination  of  a race  of  people 

Global  collective  security 

• a feature  of  the  UN 

The  UN  has  the  right  to  call  on  its  member  nations  to  take 
collective  action  to  ensure  and  protect  the  purposes  of  the  UN. 
Collective  action  may  be  an  economic  boycott  by  all  nations  of 
an  aggressor. 
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Holocaust  • the  treatment  of  the  Jews  prior  to  and  during  World  War 

II  with  a particular  emphasis  on  the  extermination  of  6 million 
Jews  by  the  Nazis  during  the  war 

The  killing  took  place  in  many  areas,  but  most  went  on  in  the 
extermination  camps  in  Europe.  These  camps  were  run  by  the 
German  SS. 

Lebensraum  • German  living  space  - territory  that  would  allow  Germany  to 

grow 


Remilitarization 


• reoccupation  of  an  area  with  military  troops 


Total  war 


• a war  which  encompasses  all  aspects  of  society 
The  magnitude  of  the  war  and  its  destructiveness  are  total. 


Veto  power  • ability  of  any  one  member  to  defeat  a motion 

In  the  UN,  each  of  the  five  permanent  members  of  the  Security 
Council  holds  this  power. 


Suggested  Answers 

Section  1 : Activity  1 

1.  The  shaded  area  in  western  Germany  is  the  Rhineland. 

2.  Holland,  Belgium,  Luxembourg,  and  France  border  the  Rhineland. 

3.  The  League  was  not  successful  in  preventing  war.  It  was  not  effective  against  the  major  powers, 
e.g.,  Italy  in  Abyssinia  and  Japan  in  Manchuria. 

4.  • They  believed  that  the  German  army  was  not  ready  for  war. 

• The  French  army  could  easily  crush  the  German  army. 

• This  move  violated  two  international  treaties. 

5.  The  policy  of  appeasement  involves  giving  in  to  the  demands  of  aggressor  nations  in  order  to 
preserve  peace. 

6.  Hitler  felt  it  was  unreasonable  not  to  be  able  to  place  troops  where  he  wanted  in  his  own  country. 

Section  1 : Activity  2 

1 . Appeasement  was  designed  to  maintain  peace  by  giving  in  to  the  demands  of  aggressors.  The  theory 
was  that  once  these  demands  were  met,  peace  would  be  maintained. 
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2.  • Hitler’s  demands  were  reasonable  and  he  said  he  wanted  peace  in  the  end. 

• Britain  did  not  want  another  war. 

• Britain  was  not  prepared  for  war. 

• Britain  saw  the  USSR  as  a bigger  threat. 

• Britain  felt  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective. 

• Britain  could  not  deal  with  aggressors  in  both  Asia  and  Europe. 

3.  Both  Britain  and  France  saw  communism  and  the  USSR  as  a larger  threat  than  Hitler. 

4.  The  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective  in  the  Abyssinian  crisis  and  in  the  Manchurian  crisis.  In  both 
cases,  the  actions  of  the  League  of  Nations  were  not  strong  enough  to  stop  the  activities  of  Italy  or 
Japan. 

Section  1 : Activity  3 

1 . Anschluss  refers  to  the  union  of  Austria  and  Germany. 

2.  Britain  and  France  reacted  to  Hitler’s  move  on  Austria  as  they  had  to  his  remilitarization  of  the 
Rhineland  - they  followed  a policy  of  appeasement.  See  reasons  for  appeasement  in  Activity  2. 

Section  1 : Activity  4 


1 . Britain  and  France  chose  appeasement  for  the  following  reasons: 

• to  avoid  war 

• to  buy  time  to  prepare  for  war 

• in  hopes  that  this  was  Hitler’s  last  territorial  claim  and  perhaps  peace  would  be  achieved 
(See  other  reasons  for  appeasement  in  Activity  2.) 

2.  Hitler’s  gains  as  a result  of  the  Munich  Conference  were 

• 3 000  000  German  citizens 

• industrial  resources 

• Czech  fortifications 

• Skoda  arms  factory 

3.  This  question  asks  for  your  opinion.  Think  about  German  gains  and  those  of  Britain  and  France. 

Section  1 : Follow-up  Activates 
Extra  Help 

1.  a.  The  goose  represents  Germany. 

b.  It  is  heavily  armed  because  it  represents  the  militant,  aggressive  policies  of  Germany. 
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c.  The  paper  represents  the  agreements  that  prevented  German  expansion.  It  is  ripped  because  it 
indicates  Hitler’s  disregard  for  international  treaties. 

d.  The  event  represented  by  the  cartoon  is  the  remilitarization  of  the  Rhineland  by  Germany. 

e.  They  accepted  it. 

f.  See  reasons  for  appeasement  in  Activity  1 and  2. 

g.  Two  other  incidents  similar  to  this  one  were 

• Anschluss  with  Austria 

• Czechoslovakian  crisis  (Munich  agreements) 

h.  • Both  represented  Hitler’s  policy  of  expansion. 

• Both  showed  Hitler’s  disregard  for  international  treaties. 

• In  both  cases,  Britain  and  France  did  not  combat  Hitler’s  move. 


z,. 

Anschluss 

Munich  Crisis 

Hitler’s 

Goals 

• union  with  Austria 

• German  expansion 

• glory  for  Germany 

• union  with  German  people 
in  Sudetenland 

• Lebensraum 

Britain’s 

Goals 

• to  avoid  war 

• to  avoid  war 

• to  find  a peaceful  solution  by  letting 
Hitler  achieve  reasonable  goals 

• to  buy  time  to  rearm 

• Hitler  completes  a peaceful  union 

• Hitler  gains  the  Sudeten  territory  of 

with  Austria. 

Czechoslovakia  with  its  people  and 

• Hitler  gains  strength  and  confidence, 

resources. 

Results 

his  actions  are  reinforced. 

• Hitler  gains  strength  and  confidence; 

• Germany  absorbs  Austrian 

his  actions  are  reinforced. 

population  and  resources. 

• Britain  avoids  war  and  buys  time  to 

• Britain  avoids  war. 

rearm. 

• Czechoslovakia  is  carved  up. 

Enrichment 

You  should  describe  the  problems  Britain  was  facing,  and  its  capabilities  in  the  situation.  You  might 
relate  to  public  attitudes  in  Britain  about  going  to  war  with  Germany.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  many 
people  hoped  and  expected  that  Hitler  would  be  satisfied  and  that  peace  would  be  the  result. 
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Section  2:  Activity  1 

1.  The  countries  were  France,  Italy,  Belgium,  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia, 
Austria,  Hungary,  Romania,  Bulgaria,  Greece,  Albania,  Lithuania,  Latvia,  Estonia,  Norway, 
Yugoslavia,  Finland,  Libya,  French  Morocco,  Algeria,  and  Tunisia. 

2.  Blitzkrieg  was  mobile  war.  World  War  I was  entrenched  and  based  on  attrition. 

Section  2:  Activity  2 

1 . They  expected  it  in  Sector  D. 

2.  A larger  buildup  of  divisions  is  here. 

It  is  closer  to  the  English  Coast. 

3.  Sector  B was  the  site  of  the  actual  invasion. 


| 

Battle 

Date  and  Location 

Significance 

1.  Battle  of 
Britain 

July  to  September,  1940,  air  assault 
on  Britain 

Because  it  was  unsuccessful,  there 
was  no  invasion  of  Britain  by 
Germany. 

2.  Stalingrad 

September  1942  to  January  1943, 
Russia 

It  was  a massive  defeat  for  Germany. 
Here,  the  war  on  the  Eastern  Front 
was  lost. 

3.  El  Alamein 

October  1942,  North  Africa 

This  battle  meant  defeat  for 
Germany  in  Africa. 

4.  D-Day 

\ 

i 

June  6,  1944,  Invasion  of  Europe 

The  Allies  began  their  attack  on 
German  forces  in  Europe.  The 
successful  landing  in  Normandy 
began  the  German  retreat. 

5.  Midway 

j;  

June  1942,  Pacific  Ocean 

The  Japanese  Navy  was  soundly 
defeated  and  the  Allies  began  to 
take  control  in  the  Pacific. 

6.  Hiroshima/ 
Nagasaki 

August  1945,  Japan 

Atomic  bombs  were  dropped  on 
Japanese  cities  to  end  the  Pacific 
war. 
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Section  2:  Activity  3 

1.  The  “Liberating  Armies”  in  Sectors  A,  B,  and  C were 


• Sector  A - Anglo-American,  primarily  British  and  U.S. 

• Sector  B - Anglo-American,  primarily  British  and  U.S. 

• Sector  C - Soviet 


2.  Battle  of  Britain, 

July-Sept.  1940 


El  Alamein, 
Oct.  1942 


D-day,  Atomic  bombs 

June  1944  dropped,  Aug.  1945 


1939  1940  . 

1 1 > 

. 1941  1942  1 

L i i \ 

1943  1944 

1 > 

! T \ 

1946 

1 

/ 

\ / 

\ / 

\ / 

\ / 

\ 

Sept.  1 , Germany 
invades  Poland 


Midway,  Stalingrad, 
May  1942  Nov.  1942 


May  7,  1945,  Aug.  14,  Japan 
Germany  surrenders 
surrenders 


Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 


Events  from 
World  War  II 

Theatre  of 
Action 

Significance  of  the  Event 

Battle  of  Britain 

Western 

• turning  point  of  the  war 

• invasion  of  Britain  was  postponed 

Midway 

Pacific 

• Americans  could  now  take  the  offensive  in 
the  Pacific. 

El  Alamein 

Mediterranean 

• ended  the  German  offensive  in  North  Africa 

• massive  German  retreat 

Stalingrad 

Eastern 

• turning  point  in  the  Eastern  Theatre 

• proved  German  Army  could  be  beaten 

D-Day 

Western 

• beginning  of  the  end 

• the  large  second-front  invasion  of  Europe 

Atomic  Bomb 

Pacific 

• forced  Japan  to  surrender  earlier  than  may 
have  occurred  otherwise 
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Enrichment 

1 . • Both  wars  were  very  destructive. 

• Both  involved  the  death  of  many  soldiers. 

• Each  took  its  toll  on  civilian  lives. 

• World  War  II  involved  more  movement;  it  was  less  stagnant. 

• World  War  I was  more  in  the  open  field.  World  War  II  involved  more  fighting  in  city  streets. 

• Weapons  of  death  in  World  War  II  were  more  advanced. 

• The  tactics  in  World  War  I seemed  to  be  more  primitive. 

• Both  wars  involved  bravery  and  terror. 

There  are  more;  use  your  imagination. 

2.  The  following  are  what  the  videotape  Blitzkrieg  to  the  Bomb  presents  as  Hitler’s  three  serious 
mistakes: 

• Hitler’s  decision  to  halt  his  panzers  at  Dunkirk,  letting  the  British  army  (300  000  troops) 
escape 

Results  - 300  000  experienced  soldiers  escaped  to  fight  again. 

• turning  the  air  attack  during  the  Battle  of  Britain  from  military  targets  to  civilian  targets 

Results  - saved  the  British  air  force  which  was  then  able  to  recover 
- toughened  British  morale 
-beginning  of  the  end  for  Germany 

• Germany’s  invasion  of  Soviet  Union  - Operation  Barbarossa 

Results  - The  size  of  the  USSR,  the  huge  armies  which  confronted  the  Germans,  and  the 
devastating  winter  proved  disastrous  for  the  invaders. 

Section  3:  Activity  1 

1 . The  point  that  express  a desire  to  take  away  the  prewar  acquisitions  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan 
are 

• no  territorial  changes  that  do  not  reflect  the  wishes  of  the  people  involved 

• respect  for  the  right  of  all  peoples  to  choose  the  form  of  government  they  desire 

2.  They  would  allow  the  people  involved  to  choose  their  boundaries  and  form  of  government. 

3.  Map  A better  reflects  the  independence  of  nations,  while  Map  B shows  the  territorial  expansion  of 
the  USSR  and  Germany. 
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Section  3:  Activity  2 

1 . They  contradicted  the  Atlantic  Charter  because  they  talked  about  territorial  influence  and  expansion 
by  the  Allies  into  areas  where  nations  should  be  independent. 

2.  The  first  three  principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  were  violated  by  the  Percentage  Agreements. 

Section  3:  Activity  3 


Nation 

Goals 

USSR 

(Stalin) 

• Soviet  security  - a buffer  zone  to  protect  the  Soviet  Union  from 
western  aggression 

• greater  influence  in  the  Far  East 

United  States 
(Roosevelt) 

• greater  U.S.  involvement  in  world  affairs 

• U.S.  access  to  world  markets 

• free  and  peaceful  postwar  world 

• Soviet  security 

• avoidance  of  “ganging  up”  on  Stalin 

Great  Britain 
(Churchill) 

• increased  British  power  (U.S. /Anglo  cooperation  against  Stalin) 

• halt  growing  Soviet  strength  in  the  world 

• give  France  power  status;  assist  in  the  administration  of  a defeated 
Germany. 

2.  Churchill  wanted  an  alliance  between  Britain  and  the  U.S.  against  Stalin’  s positions,  and  Roosevelt 
did  not  want  to  appear  to  “gang  up”  on  Stalin. 

Section  3:  Activity  4 

1.  The  countries  were  Poland,  Lithuania,  Latvia,  Estonia,  Romania,  Bulgaria,  part  of  Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia,  and  Yugoslavia. 

2.  The  following  territories  were  given  to  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  Yalta  Agreement: 

• Sakhalin  and  Kuril  Islands 

• some  rights  in  Manchuria 

• other  territorial  privileges  in  the  Far  East 

3.  Poland  would  have  a communist  government  which  would  extend  the  area  under  Soviet  influence. 
Also,  extending  Poland  westward  would  make  a greater  buffer  zone  for  the  Soviet  Union. 
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Section  3:  Activity  5 

1 . The  atomic  bomb  was  dropped  on  Nagasaki  and  Hiroshima. 

2.  The  bomb  was  dropped  on  Hiroshima,  August  6,  and  on  Nagasaki,  August  9,  1945. 

3.  The  dropping  of  the  bomb 

• brought  the  war  in  the  Pacific  to  a quick  end 

• probably  saved  millions  of  Allied  lives 

4.  Germany  was  punished  by  the  Potsdam  settlements  in  the  following  ways: 

• Germany  was  to  pay  for  war  damages. 

• Germany  would  be  de-nazified. 

• Nazis  accused  of  war  crimes  would  be  tried  and  punished. 

• Germany’s  military  and  arms  industry  would  be  dismantled. 

• Final  boundaries  for  the  occupation  zones  were  decided. 

5.  The  USSR  would  occupy  Korea,  north  of  the  38th  parallel.  The  USSR  would  also  occupy  eastern 
Germany  and  part  of  Berlin. 

6.  No,  a peace  treaty  similar  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  was  never  signed  by  the  Allies.  The  ensuing 
poor  relations  between  the  USSR  and  Western  Allies  prevented  a final  settlement  at  a regular  peace 
conference  from  happening. 

Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 


Nation 

1 "? — — — — -...-r. 

Goals 

Results 

Conference 

USSR 

• Soviet  secu  rity  - a buffer  zone  to  protect 
the  Soviet  Union  from  western 

achieved 

Teheran/Y  alta / 
Potsdam 

aggression 

• greater  influence  in  the  Far  East 

achieved 

Yalta/Potsdam 

United 

States 

• greater  U.S.  involvement  in  world  affairs 

• U.S.  access  to  world  markets 

• free  and  peaceful  postwar  world 

• Soviet  security 

• avoidance  of  “ganging  up”  on  Stalin 

achieved 
not  dealt  with 
not  achieved 
achieved 
achieved 

Yalta/Potsdam 

all  3 
Yalta 

Britain 

l 

• increased  British  power  (U.S./Anglo 
cooperation  against  Stalin) 

• halt  growing  Soviet  strength  in  the  world 

• give  France  power  status;  assist  in  the 
administration  of  a defeated  Germany 

not  achieved 

not  achieved 
achieved 

Yalta 
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b • Soviet  security  and  a buffer  zone  were  created  by  their  control  of  the  eastern  European 
nations.  This  was  stated  in  Teheran  and  supported  in  Yalta  and  Potsdam. 

• The  USSR  gained  influence  in  the  Far  East. 

- Soviets  given  territory  in  the  Orient,  e.g.,  Sakahlin  Island 

- Soviets  accepted  surrender  of  Japanese  in  northern  Korea 

• U.S.  gained  greater  influence  in  world  affairs. 

- Americans  active  in  postwar  Europe 

- administered  defeated  Germany 

• U.S.  did  not  gang  up  on  Stalin 

- unable  to  oppose  Stalin’s  position  in  eastern  Europe 

• France  was  given  power  status 

- France  permitted  an  occupation  zone  in  Germany 

• Free  and  peaceful  postwar  world  was  not  achieved  as  the  Soviet  Union  kept  control  of  eastern 
European  nations  establishing  Communist  goverments  friendly  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

c.  • Britain  was  unable  to  increase  its  power  in  Europe  and  could  not  oppose  the  Soviet  position 
in  eastern  Europe.  Britain,  like  the  rest  of  Europe,  was  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  war 
and  was  no  longer  a major  power.  The  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States  emerged  as  the 
major  powers.  The  Soviet  Union  was  already  controlling  Eastern  European  areas  it  had 
liberated  from  the  German  armies. 

2.  a.  (1)  Supporting  examples: 

• Yalta  stated  that  Poland  would  be  free  to  choose  their  own  government  through 
election. 

Contradicting  examples: 

• Poland’s  and  Germany’s  boundaries  would  be  altered. 

• the  Soviet  Union  would  set  up  supporting  governments  in  eastern  Europe. 

• the  Soviet  Union  was  given  possessions  in  the  Far  East,  e.g.,  Sakhalin  Island  and  the 
Kurile  Islands. 

(2)  Supporting  examples: 

• Poland  would  be  free  to  elect  its  own  government. 

Contradicting  examples: 

• the  Soviet  Union  would  set  up  governments  which  support  it  in  eastern  Europe. 

• Germany  would  be  occupied. 
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b.  Possible  answers: 

• Yes,  the  Potsdam  Agreement  reflected  the  ideals  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  because  it 
proposed  a world  of  peace  and  security  free  from  fear. 

• No,  the  Potsdam  Agreement  did  not  reflect  the  ideals  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  because  it 
was  an  act  of  vengeance,  and  the  Atlantic  Charter  reflected  peace. 

c.  Possible  answers: 

• Yes,  the  threat  of  force  was  removed  because  Germany  was  weakened  and  divided  by 
the  agreements. 

• No,  the  threat  of  force  had  not  been  removed  because  no  attempt  was  made  at  worldwide 
disarmament,  and  the  Allies  were  becoming  distrustful  of  each  other. 


Enrichment 

Similarities: 

• freedom  of  the  seas 

• removal  of  economic  barriers 

• disarmament 

• people  to  choose  their  own  governments  - independence  for  nations  affected 

Differences: 

• Fourteen  Points  calls  for  an  international  organization 

• Atlantic  Charter  improves  labour  standards 

• Atlantic  Charter  calls  for  no  territorial  gains  for  the  victors 

The  two  agreements  are  very  similar,  with  only  small  differences. 
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Section  4:  Activity  1 


Casualities 
in  Millions 


military 

casualties 


civilian 
| casualties 


2. 


10n 


7- 

6- 

Casualities  5- 
in  Millions 

4- 
3- 
2- 
1 - 


Britain 


France 


Germany 


Italy 


Russia/Soviet 

Union 


I I World  War  I 


Countries 


World  War  II 
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3. 

34  million 

4. 

17  million 

5. 

Britain 

0.9  % 

6.  Britain 

1.8  % 

France 

0.7  % 

France 

3.8  % 

Germany 

6.5  % 

Germany 

2.6  % 

USSR 

6.5  % 

Russia 

1.0  % 

Italy 

1.0% 

Italy 

1.7  % 

Yugoslavia 

12  % 

Austria/Hungary 

2.5  % 

Poland 

10  % 

Average  % 

2.2  % 

Average  % 

5.4  % 

7. 

Possible  answers: 

• There  were  far  more  deaths  in  World  War  II. 

• Some  countries  in  World  War  II  had  more  civilian  deaths  than  military  deaths. 

• Some  countries  lost  more  in  World  War  I than  they  did  in  World  War  II. 

Section  4:  Activity  2 

1 Losses -Raids 

(Thousands) 
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2.  Some  possible  answers  to  the  effects  of  civilian  bombing: 

• total  destruction  • horrible  mutilations 

• massive  devastation  • demoralizing  of  the  population 

3.  It  was  carried  on  around  the  world.  It  involved  whole  nations  - military  and  civilian  populations 
- and  total  resources  were  put  into  the  war  effort. 

Section  4:  Activity  3 

1 . The  Nazis  believed  they  were  descendants  of  the  Aryan  race;  Aryans  were  a pure  race  and  pure 
races  are  better. 

2.  Lebensraum  meant  living  space  for  the  German  people. 

3 . The  se  marriages  were  prohibited  in  order  to  protect  German  blood  and  honour.  According  to  N azi 
beliefs,  the  Jews  were  an  impure  race,  and  the  German  race  must  be  kept  pure. 

4.  (Millions) 


5.  15% 

6.  35% 

7.  • Poland  • Soviet  Union  • Hungary 

8.  • Poland  • Germany/ Austria 

• Baltic  countries  • Bohemia/Moravia 

9.  Slavs  suffered  the  most. 

10.  It  was  believed  by  the  Nazis  that  they  were  impure  and  inferior  races. 

Germany  needed  living  space. 

1 1 . The  Holocaust  was  considered  genocide  because  the  Nazis  attempted  to  wipe  out  the  Jewish  race 
as  well  as  a number  of  other  groups,  e.g.,  Slavs,  gypsies. 
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Section  4:  Activity  4 

1 . Crimes  Against  Humanity 

2.  The  Hossbach  Memorandum  showed  that  the  Germans  planned  the  war. 

Section  4:  Fofiow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 


1.  a.  (1)  17  million 

(5) 

593  000 

(2)  34-40  million 

(6) 

65  000 

(3)  2.2% 

(7) 

6 million 

(4)  5.4% 

b.  War  Crimes  Charges 


Type  of  Crime 

Examples  of  this  Crime 

Crimes  Against  Peace 

• planning  or  preparing  for  war 

• waging  a war  of  aggression 

• violating  international  treaties 

War  Crimes 

• violations  of  rules  for  war 

• murder,  slave  labour,  mistreatment  of  civilians  or 
prisoners  of  war 

• unnecessary  destruction  of  civilian  targets 

Crimes  Against  Humanity 

• murder  or  extermination,  enslavement,  inhumane  acts 
against  civilians  because  of  political,  racial,  or  religious 
reasons 

2.  a.  Oppostion  political  groups  such  as  the  Social  Democrats,  trade  unions,  and  Jews  suffered 
persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  Nazis. 

b.  1933 

c.  The  word  translates  as  subhuman.  It  refers  to  the  groups  Nazis  considered  subhuman. 

d.  Hitler  blamed  the  Jews  for  causing  the  German  defeat  in  World  War  I,  the  revolution  which 
followed,  and  runaway  inflation. 

e.  One  of  the  main  beliefs  of  the  Nazi  party  was  anti-Semitism. 

f.  He  was  the  propaganda  minister. 
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g.  Jewish  shops  were  boycotted. 

h.  They  took  away  the  rights  of  German  citizenship  from  the  Jews,  and  forbade  Germans  to  marry 
or  have  sex  with  Jews. 

Enrichment 

1 . Jews  were  portrayed  as  evil-looking,  by  picturing  the  character  with  a sinister  smile,  a big  nose,  and 
being  overweight. 

2.  Jews  were  being  blamed  for  war  and  the  destruction  of  Europe. 

3.  Jews  were  portrayed  as  evil.  This  is  suggested  by  showing  the  person  stealing,  destroying, 
supporting  war,  and  looking  wicked. 

4.  Hatred,  dislike,  and  mistrust  were  being  promoted. 

5.  They  depicted  Jews  as  being  impure. 

6.  These  propaganda  pictures  painted  Jews  as  being  evil  and  needing  to  be  destroyed. 

Section  5:  Activity  1 

1 . The  principles  were  stated  near  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  the  Atlantic  Charter  (1941),  and  at  further 
wartime  conferences  (1942  and  1945),  support  was  pledged  and  procedures  determined.  In  June 
1945,  the  United  Nations  was  established. 

2.  There  were  fifty  nations  at  its  inception. 

3.  The  UN  was  based  on  Roosevelt’s  Four  Freedoms. 

4.  The  leaders  in  the  creation  of  the  UN  were  the  United  States  led  by  Roosevelt,  Britain  led  by 
Churchill,  and  the  USSR  led  by  Stalin. 

Section  5:  Activity  2 

1 . The  four  purposes  of  the  UN  are  as  follows: 

• to  maintain  international  peace  and  security,  and  to  take  collective  action  to  ensure  this 

• to  foster  the  development  of  friendly  relations  among  nations 

• to  use  international  cooperation  to  solve  international  problems,  and  to  promote  human  rights 
and  freedoms 

• to  coordinate  these  goals 
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2.  Article  41:  UN  members  may  employ  collective  action  (other  than  military)  against  violating 
nations. 

Article  42:  Military  action  may  be  taken  to  enforce  the  peace. 

3.  Article  41  refers  to  global  collective  security. 

4.  The  following  may  be  used  to  force  an  aggressor  to  obey: 

• stoppage  of  economic  relations  with  aggressors 

• severance  of  communication  with  aggressors 

• severance  of  diplomatic  relations  with  aggressors 

Section  5:  Activity  3 

1 . Articles  41  and  42  give  the  Security  Council  this  right. 

2.  a.  International  Court  of  Justice  d.  ECOSOC 

b.  Secretariat  e.  General  Assembly 

c.  Security  Council 

3.  New  York  City 

4.  The  following  have  veto  power: 

• U.S.  • former  USSR  (whose  seat  was  taken  over  by  Russia) 

• France  • Great  Britain 

• China 


Section  5:  Activity  4 

Economic  Rights:  Article  23 
Social  Rights:  Article  26 

2.  Article  20 

3.  Article  26(2) 

4.  Article  2 


1 . Civil  Rights:  Articles  3,  19,  20 
Legal  Rights:  Articles  1 1,  9,  7 
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Section  5:  FolSow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 


General  Assembly 

• all  nations  are  members 

• discusses  problems 

• makes  recommendations 

• elects  members  to  other  UN  sections 

• approves  budget 

Security  Council 

• five  permanent  members  -France, 
Britain,  U.S.,  China,  the  former  USSR 
(seat  now  taken  over  by  Russia) 

• ten  nonpermanent 

• maintains  international  peace 

• calls  upon  members  to  take  collective 
action 

• investigates  major  disputes 

International  Court 
of  Justice 

• fifteen  international  judges 

• settles  legal  disputes 

• gives  legal  opinions 

Secretariat 

• Secretary  General  and  thousands  of 
workers 

• clerical  body  of  UN 

• administrative  function 

• Secretary  General  directs  the  staff 

• performs  other  tasks 

Trusteeship  Council 

• five  permanent  members  of 
the  Security  Council 

• help  trust  territories  develop  to 
independence 

• supervises  trusts 

ECOSOC 

• twenty- seven  members 

• improves  economic,  social,  cultural, 
educational,  and  health  conditions  around 
the  world 

• coordinates  the  specialized  agencies 
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2.  • United  Nations  Education  , Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization 

• International  Labour  Organization 

• Food  and  Agricultural  Organization 

• World  Health  Organization 

• International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Development 

Enrichment 


Similarities 

. 

Differences 

• Both  contain  a charter. 

• Both  operate  on  collective  action. 

• Both  are  designed  to  promote  international 
peace  and  security. 

• Both  have  a “General  Assembly”  of  some 
kind  whose  purpose  and  function  is  similar. 

• A “Security  Council”  with  permanent 
membership  and  nonpermanent  membership 
whose  function  is  similar. 

• Major  decisions  are  made  in  the  Security 
Council. 

• The  secretariat  and  Secretary  General  serve  a 
similar  function. 

! • The  Mandate  Commission  and  Trusteeship 
Council  are  similar. 

• ILO  is  the  same. 

• The  League’s  Health  Organization  serves  a 
similar  function  to  the  ECOSOC  in  the  UN. 

• The  International  Courts  of  Justice  are  similar. 

• Both  organizations  were  formed  as  a result  of 
war. 

• There  is  no  reference  to  human  rights  in  the 
League  of  Nations. 

• The  permanent  members  of  the  League’s 
“Council”  did  not  have  veto  power  but 
unanimity  was  needed  for  decisions.  The 
permanent  members  of  the  UN  Security 
Council  have  veto. 

• There  is  no  commission  that  supervises  “Free 
Zones”  in  the  UN  like  there  was  in  the  League. 

• The  U.S.  is  a member  of  the  UN  but  was  not 
a member  of  the  League. 

• The  UN  is  more  of  an  international 
organization  than  the  League  was  because  of 
the  size  and  extent  of  membership. 

• The  headquarters  of  the  UN  is  in  New  York. 
The  headquarters  of  the  League  of  Nations 
was  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

You  may  have  other  similarities  and  differences. 
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